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IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS  

Fire, Police,ambulance

 911 Emergency ONLY

Greater Lansing Visitors Center

 (517) 487-6800

MSU Campus Information

 (517) 355-1855

MSU Physicians Office 

Olin Health Center

 (517) 884-6546

MSU Public Safety  

Police Department / Parking

 (517) 355-2222

Props/Storage Information at 

Logistics Central Receiving

 (517) 884-6082

World Finals Registration

 (517) 884-7465

World Finals Information Desk

 (517) 884-7469 

or (517) 884-7470

ON THE WEB

 facebook.com/OdysseyHQ

 twitter.com/#OdysseyWF

www.odysseyofthemind.com
We will be available for team photos during 
the Creativity Festival at the Jenison Field 
House and at the Breslin Center. We ask 
that you have your team pictures taken as 
early in the week as possible to avoid long 
lines. Costumes and props are strongly 
encouraged.

BRESLIN CENTER 
Friday, 9:30am - 8:30pm 

Saturday, 9:30am - 9:30pm

CREATIVITY FESTIVAL  
@ JENISON FIELD HOUSE 
Friday, 9:00am - 5:00pm 

Saturday, 9:00am - 12:00pm

TEAM PHOTOGRAPHY

THE SPIRIT OF ODYSSEY: 
FLOAT AND BANNER PARADE

The lower tunnel of the Breslin Center 
was raucous with the sound of excited 

Odyssey of the Mind teams, banded together, 
waiting in anticipation to show everyone a bit 
of their home at the OotM World Finals Float 
and Banner Parade. 

The team members representing India were 
all smiles.  They were dressed in traditional 
outfits in an assortment of colors as they 
played drums and other instruments waiting, 
holding up a mural of the Taj Mahal.  

The Float and Banner Parade is a chance 
for participants from across the United States 
and the globe to come together and celebrate 
their creativity and home with everyone at 
Word Finals. This is their chance to highlight 
things they love about their state or country.

The team from Oklahama made a large 
duct tape flower that took up 28 rolls of duct 
tape, and is now submitted to the Guinness 
Book of World Records. 

"Our theme is the runaway zombie train," 
says Arkansas Association Director, Donna 
Garlington Garlington, laughing. The team 
directors jest that they've lost their marbles 
organizing the float, and when asked about 
the children they chime, "What children? 
They all got eaten!"

The train is also full of pieces from other 
Odyssey teams who didn't make it to World 
Finals. "We brought them with us," adds 
Garlington. She has been involved with 

Don’t miss out on the 2015 World Finals Souvenirs for sale throughout the event. A 
few items that are sure to be a hit in 2015 are the official 2015 Pins, Pin Towels, Hats 
and new for this year a selfie stick or portable speaker. Take something home with 

you to remember your experience as a participant!

Dr. Sam will be onsite to sign autographs on Friday.

Souvenir sales will be open at the 
following times and locations:
International Center Library

Friday, 9:00am - 5:00pm
Saturday, 9:00am - 5:00pm

Jenison Fieldhouse
Friday, 9:00am - 5:00pm

Saturday, 9:00am - 4:00pm 
Creativity Festival, 9:00am - 12:00pm

International Festival, 12:00pm - 4:00pm

SOUVENIR STATIONS

"It's just such a wonderful, family-friendly experience."

Float Finalists:
India
Japan
Togo

Arkansas
Delaware
Georgia

New Jersey
New York

Pennsylvania
Texas

Banner Finalists:
British Columbia

Hong Kong
Japan

California
Maryland

South Dakota
Oklahoma

South Carolina
Virginia
Vermont

PARADE FINALISTS

Odyssey of the Mind since her now 35-year-
old son was in third grade, and she's at World 
Finals with one of her grandchildren, "This is 
just the best thing. I love being involved with 
Odyssey, "she adds.

The Float and Banner parade really is the 
essence of the Odyssey of the Mind World 
Finals. You can see the children are having the 
best of times, mingling, high-fiving, laughing 
and bantering back and forth about their 
floats and costumes. 
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Indian Trails will be operating bus 
routes throughout the competition 
connecting the residence halls, problem 
sites and facilities, parking, recreational 
facilities and the Breslin Center. There 
will be two bus routes running on the 
campus of Michigan State University for 
participants during World Finals. Please 
look for the bus hosts to assist you in 
finding your way around campus.
The Odyssey Bus Route (lime green 
on your map) will run in each direction 
and get you to the residence halls and 
problem sites.
The Orange Route will connect the 
public parking lots 83, 89 and 91 to the 
International Center. 
Friday, May 22nd
Odyssey Bus Route:  begins at 6:00am 
and runs until 12:30am
Orange Route (Parking only):  begins 
at 6:00am and runs until 12:30am
Saturday, May 23rd
Odyssey Bus Route:  begins at 6:00am 
and runs until 12:30am
Orange Route (Parking only):  begins 
at 6:00am and runs until 12:30am
Sunday, May 24th
Orange Route (Parking only):  begins 
at 5:00am and runs until 1:00pm

SHUTTLE SCHEDULE

LOSE YOUR MARBLES, GAIN EXPERIENCES TO LAST A LIFETIME

PIN TRADING RULES

World finals level 
competition has all of the 

participating teams enduring 
stress, and many that have 
come to East Lansing this year 
will lose their marbles. Not 
literally, of course, but those 
participating in Problem #4, 
Lose Your Marbles, will attempt 
to weight-test a fragile balsa 
wood structure while releasing 
five marbles from the structure 
during the test using a team-
created device. So much work 
goes into creating these 
delicate structures that, now on 
the world-stage of competition, 
an increased heart-rate and a 
touch of anxiety become part 
of the challenge.

Thursday, competing in 
Division 1 at IM West, the team 
from Hallsville North Elementary School in 
Texas was doing their best to act just like the 
balsa structure they have built – which means 
to stick together with each person doing their 
best. “At this level, teamwork is so important,” 
said team member Thomas Larry. His teammate 
Jase Mitchell agreed. “This is world finals, so 
it is stressful, but once we get out there and 

Trading Odyssey of the Mind pins is a tradition 
that goes back more than 30 years. Millions 

of pins have been traded and thousands of 
friendships have been made during this time. 
No one ever thought that pin-trading would 
become as popular and widespread as it is 
today. Over the years, Odyssey of the Mind has 
strived to create an environment where people 
can trade pins without being disruptive to the 
competition. To keep pin-trading a positive 
experience for everyone, it is extremely 
important that participants abide by these 
rules: 

(1) Respect others. Not everyone at World 
Finals trades pins, and there are always teams 
preparing to compete that should not be 
distracted. 

(2) Trade pins in designated pin-trading 
areas. Do NOT trade pins in any area marked 
“No Pin Trading.” 

(3) Pin-trading is not allowed at the team 
entrance or spectator entrance to any 
performance site. It is not allowed in any 
stairwells, doorways, or entrances to buildings. 
It is also not allowed in any area where teams 
compete or where others gather to watch 
teams compete. 

(4) If you are in a designated pin-trading 
area in a hallway, be sure to allow enough room 
for people to pass by. 

(5) If an Odyssey of the Mind or University 
Official asks you to stop trading pins or to move 
from an area, you must honor that person’s 
request. 

(6) Never taunt others by criticizing a 
trade, any pin someone is trading, or anyone’s 
collection. 

(7) If you trade in a location where pin-
trading is not allowed, or tease others about 
their pins and trades, your pin collection 
may be confiscated. If your collection is 
confiscated, you will be able to pick it up the 
following morning at the Odyssey of the Mind 
Information booth. Only Odyssey of the Mind 
officials, your parents, or your coach may 
confiscate your pin collection. 

(8) Do not trade with officials while they 
are working. 

(9) Do not pressure anyone into a trade. 
(10) Please show your Odyssey of the 

Mind Spirit when trading pins. Do not take 
advantage of youngsters or first-time traders. 
If only fair trades are made, the Odyssey of 
the Mind World Finals experience will be all 
the better for everyone. 

ADVICE FOR FIRST-TIME PIN-TRADERS 
(1) If you have never traded pins before, 

observe others before taking part in the 
process. A pin’s value is based on its 
appearance, the number available at World 
Finals, and if it is international. 

(2) The goal of trading pins is to collect the 
ones you want. Make sure you want the pin 
you trade for and, once you get it, be happy 
no matter what anyone else tells you. 

(3) If someone wants to make a trade with 
you and tells you that you will be making a 
great deal, you probably are not being offered 

3101 EAST GRAND RIVER, LANSING
517-337-2695

FREE $5 
GAME CARD

Bring in this coupon from 
Omer newspaper.  

1 game card per person.

BY BRENDAN DWYER

do our thing together, it goes back to being 
fun. Winning is great, but it’s more important 
to us to have fun.” The whole team nodded 
their heads in agreement. A mature attitude 
from a special group. How special? They are 
the youngest team from the state of Texas 
to ever make World Finals. In fact, of the 
seven in the group, four are 2nd graders and 

three are 3rd graders, which 
is young for Odyssey of the 
Mind – let alone qualifying for 
world finals.

“Some of us have older 
siblings that did OotM and got 
us interested,” said teammate 
Hudson Daub. Others were 
drawn to Odyssey in different 
ways, but what matters most 
to this group is working 
together to find creative 
solutions to problems. “We 
had fun working on our balsa 
structure and were really 
proud when we saw how 
much weight it could hold,” 
said teammate Ben Meyer. 
“We’ll remember this team 
and this world finals forever.”

Looks like more than just the stars at 
night are big and bright in Texas – like the 
future of these young Odyssey competitors! 
Good luck to this team, and all the others 
working on Problem #4, who came from 
thousands of miles to get to East Lansing to 
lose their marbles and gain some incredible 
experiences.

an equal trade. 
(4) Pins are traded up until the time you 

leave for home. 
(5) Have something to keep your pin 

collection in or on. Official World Finals 
pin towels and pin bags are available at 
the Odyssey of the Mind souvenir centers. 
Make sure you write your name somewhere 
on your collection in case you misplace it. If 
you happen to misplace it, notify an official 
at the Odyssey of the Mind Information 
Booth. Thank you for your cooperation.
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stood in line for a lanyard with son, Daniel, who 
came along to support his brother. 

“Everyone has been so wonderful and 
inviting; I appreciate that he’s feeling included,” 
said Stacey.

With an electric atmosphere to meet, eat, 
relax, shop and play, the Creativity Festival had 
something for everyone!

CREATIVITY FESTIVAL HIGHLIGHTS PINS, FRIENDS & FUN

Odyssey pin-traders run the gamut from 
completists to choosey collectors and 
from young to young-at-heart. Creativity 
Festival gave novices and pros alike the 
opportunity to hone their negotiation skills 
and get the perfect set of pins.

Charles Kullen, 11, of Vincent Elementary 
School in Pennsylvania, says his current 
favorite is a large 2015 Medusa pin from 
Virginia and offered his tips for a successful 
trade:

“Be nice and say things like, ‘would you 
be willing to trade…’ and also trade fair: a 
big pin for a big pin and a set for a set.”

He JiaQian of ShanghaiTech University in 
Shanghai brought special items from China, 
like postcards, jewelry and even t-shirts, 
as collateral for trades. The technique 
is serving her well; she was able to get a 
complete space-pin set from New York 
2012!

With the smell of popcorn in the air, music 
playing and the roar of excited chatter, 
kids from all divisions took advantage 
of the event as a way to relax and enjoy 
themselves before the next big problem, 

LANSING TRIVIA

•  During the 1830's, Lansing was known as 
Biddle City.

•  Jacob Frederick Cooley, Lansing 
Township's first permanent resident, 
settled here in 1837.

•  Joseph North challenged Jacob Cooley's 
claim as the first resident.

•  Lansing was named after New York 
patriot John Lansing.

Visit Jenison Field House and have fun 
at the Creativity Festival. There’s a wide 
variety of interactive booths, entertainment, 
OMER’s pins, creative challenges and more!  
Please also stop by the Odyssey Angels 
booth to learn more about the project 
that they have been working on. Turn in 
the ticket enclosed in your registration 
packet at the Festival and get a free OMER 
mask to decorate and get stamped at each 
booth. NASA will also be back with a fun 
and interactive booth. Also, visit the CCI 
pin exhibit for some Odyssey history, see 
the Ranatra Fusca trophy, and much more. 

Plan to visit the Jenison Fieldhouse for 
the Creativity Festival:

Friday, 9:00pm - 5:00pm 
Saturday, 9:00pm - 12:00pm

CREATIVITY FESTIVAL

BY AMANDA VASAS

There is one computer lab in each 
large neighborhood that is available for 
Odyssey use. The login is “computerlabs\
visitor” and password is “visitor”. There 
is no print access. Computer labs 
are available to Odyssey of the Mind 
guests from 7am-10pm at the following 
locations:
Akers - 141 • Brody - 143 • Case - 337

Wireless is available to the Odyssey 
participants and guests however access 
will vary based on where you are on 
campus. Please visit http://techbase.
msu.edu/article.asp?id=4254 for all 
instructions on how to connect to 
the campus guest network. Wi-Fi is 
available when you see the MSUnet 
Guest ID showing as a wireless option 
in your area.

COMPUTER ACCESS

Friday: High of 64
Mostly Sunny

Saturday: High of 70
Mostly Sunny

Sunday: High of 73
60% Chance of Rain

WEATHER FORECAST

Charles Kullen, 11, of Pennsylvania, negotiates a pin trade at Creativity 
Festival.

or to celebrate a job 
well-done. Teams got to 
express their creativity 
through fun, interactive 
booths – everything 
from a larger-than-life 
Jenga game and bean-
bag sling-shots, to a toy-
horse race! 

This year, the Odyssey 
Angels team Barrel of 
Makers of Wilmington, 
Delaware, presented 
their community service 
project, complete with a 
Drawbot demonstration. 
The team built seven of 
the hand-sized robots, 
and taught disabled 
children and community 
groups how to use them 
to create art. Odyssey 
Angels are community heroes; teams of kids 
who put their creative problem-solving skills 
to work by addressing needs in their own 
neighborhoods.

OMER’s Sibling Booth offered Odyssey 
siblings a chance to get in on the pin-trading 
action by giving out lanyards with three pins – 
all donated from Odyssey participants. Parent 
Stacey O’Connor of Long Beach, New York, 

GRADUATION CEREMONIES AT THE BRESLIN CENTER TONIGHT!

Support fellow participants at a special 
graduation ceremony held for those 

missing their graduations to be at World 
Finals. Dr. Sam, OMER, and this year's Spirit 
Award winner will attend.  Afterwards, stick 
around for the Coaches Competition. Cheer 
on coaches as they solve a problem written 
especially for them. The competition is 
their chance to show off all the creative 
ideas they've kept to themselves during the 
year, so it's sure to be fun!  Both events are 
held on Friday, May 22 at the Breslin Center 
starting at 7:00 pm.

Graduates who have signed up to 
participate in the graduation ceremonies 
should line up at 6:30 pm in the tunnel on the 
south side of the Breslin Center.  OMER and 
Dr. Sam will be there to help the graduates 
celebrate this milestone in the students’ lives 
as they hand out diplomas and take photos.  
Please come and show your support!

 After graduation, the coaches’ and 
officials’ competition will begin at 8:00 pm (or 
immediately after Graduation – participants 
should report to the Breslin Center at 7:45 
pm).  Coaches  & Officials Problem is to 

design and build a bridge made out of paper 

that extends as long as possible.  The bridge 

will be made out of paper and tape and must 

be constructed during competition time.  The 

team will also create a “troll” costume for a 

character that lives under the bridge.  Trophies 

will be awarded for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place.  A 

trophy will be awarded to the team with the 

most outstanding STYLE.  In this problem, 

Style will be awarded to the entry that has the 

most creative/popular troll costume.

Kids play larger-than-life Jenga at Creativity 
Festival.

Friday, May 22, 2015
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FRIDAY
11:30am - 7pm .  .  .World Finals Competition

9am - 5pm .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Creativity Festival 
Jenison Fieldhouse 

1:30pm - 2:30pm  .  .  .  .  . Dr . Sam autographs 
Jenison Fieldhouse

7pm - 9pm .  .  .  . Graduation/Coaches Comp 
Breslin Center

SATURDAY
8am - 4pm .  .  .  .  .  .World Finals Competition

9am - noon  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Creativity Festival 
Jenison Fieldhouse 

noon - 4pm  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .International Festival 
Jenison Fieldhouse 

7:30pm - 9:30pm  .  .  .  .  .  . Awards Ceremony 
Breslin Center 

9:30 pm - 12:30 am  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Preteen Party 
Munn Field - white

9:30 pm - 12:30 am  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Teen Party 
Munn Field - green

9:30 pm - 1 am  .  .  . Coaches Recovery Party

Kellogg Center

EVENT SCHEDULE

Odyssey of the Mind Editor
 Jennifer Veale
Assignment Editor
 Brandie Putnam
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 Brendan Dwyer
 Brandie Putnam
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Design
 Bring to Design, LLC
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 Innovative Media Solutions
 Greenville, Michigan

OMER’S WORLD NEWS 
STAFF

The University Physicians Office
Located on the third floor or the Olin 

Memorial Health Center on East Circle 

Drive on the north edge of campus

Phone: (517) 884-6546
Hours: Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm

E .W . Sparrow Hospital
Medical care is also available through 

the emergency department of Sparrow 

Hospital located at  

1215 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing.

Phone: (517) 364-1000

Sparrow Urgent Care Center
Okemos Center

2248 Mt. Hope, Suite 106  

(at Okemos Rd.)

Phone: (517) 381-4001
Hours: Everyday, 10am - 10pm

HEALTH SERVICES

International Center @ Odyssey Information
 Friday: 9am - 5pm

 Kellogg Hotel & Conference Center 
 Friday: 8am - 6pm
 Saturday: 8am - 6pm

Visitor Center in East Lansing
A custom 2015 Odyssey pin is 
available for participants – come and 
get yours!
 Friday: 10am - 6pm
 Saturday: 10am - 6pm
 Sunday: 11am - 3pm

PLAN YOUR FREE TIME

Friday through Saturday 
 Breakfast:  6:00am - 9:00am
 Lunch:  11:00am - 2:00pm
 Dinner:  4:30pm - 7:00pm

Sunday
 To Go Breakfast: 5:00am - 7:00am
Dine In Breakfast:  7:00am - 9:00am

DINING HALL HOURS

2015 ODYSSEY ANGELS IMPACT LIVES 
THROUGH TECHNOLOGY & ART

Just as a master 
painting begins 

with one brush 
stroke, the 2015 
Odyssey Angels 
Barrel of Makers 
from Wilmington, 
Delaware, have 
made a large impact 
by starting with one 
idea. But instead 
of brush strokes, 
they’re using 
Drawbots.

Barrel of Makers 
began as a nonprofit 
that engages youth 
through technology 
and art. The 2015 
Odyssey Angels 
team of the same 
name took this 
unique nonprofit’s 
mission further: 
teach disabled children and community 
groups how to use Drawbots to express 
themselves through art. 

Fueled by the project’s potential, Barrel 
of Makers put their Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math education skills to 
work, toiling for hours at a time in family 
basements to build seven Drawbots. 
They partnered with a local nonprofit, Art 
Therapy Express, and made home 
visits to children with disabilities. 
After teaching them how to use 
the joy-stick operated devices, they 
sat back and watched as colorful 
masterpieces took shape.

“One of my closest friend’s little 
sister has Cerebral Palsy. Her entire 
family is into art, but she can’t 
express herself. It was amazing to 
see her use the Drawbots to actually 
draw something,” said Elizabeth 
Habash, who unlike her engineering-
minded team members, dreams of 
one day attending medical school. 

The high-school age team shares 
a close-knit family dynamic, literally, 
with three sibling members. All 
seven members share a passion 
for OotM, with 19 World Finals 
competitions shared between them! 
While they’re still getting over the 
shock of being chosen to present 
at 2015 World Finals, the team is 
focused on modifying the Drawbots 
to include bright colors, music and 
sound, especially for those with 
visual impairments. 

“The project has been so 
rewarding not only for the team, but 

BY AMANDA VASAS

Barrel of Makers, Leaders: Robin Combs and Elaine Kari 
Members: Lia Combs, Elizabeth Habash, Nicola Habash, Stephan Habash, 
Nikhil Mehta, Ashley Swanson and Zan Usmaniç

for all those who benefit,” said Elaine Kari, 
one of the team’s leaders. “We can’t wait to 
see where it goes from here.” 

The team says they would like to raise 
enough funds to build more Drawbots 
in order to help even more people in the 
community. It’s an open canvas for these 
Odyssey Angels as they continue to change 
the world, one idea at a time.

Kids trying out Drawbots at Creativity Festival

DOWNLOAD 
THE OotM APP

Android: iOS:

Scan the QR 
Code below or 
search Omer's 
World in your 
app store.
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