
Schedule of upcoming events
Sunday, May 29
8 a.m. — 7 p.m. | World Finals competitions | Across the campus
9 a.m — 5 p.m. | Creativity Festival
9 a.m., 11, 1, 2:30 p.m. | NASA E-theatre presentations | Hoff
Theater
9, 10:15, 11:30 a.m., 1:30 and 2:45 p.m. | NASA classroom 
activities | Stamp Student Union
7 — 8 p.m. | Graduation and coaches competition | Cole Field
House

Team spirit shines at
Float and banner parade
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Delaware shows off its float, inspired by the beach. The sand castle design also came with walking crabs!

Teams that normally would compete against
each other worked together with their respective
countries and states Saturday night to show off
their creativity at the World Finals Float and Ban-
ner Parade.
Teams lined up to march across Cole Field

House and give the audience a taste of their
home country or state. The kids created each
banner and float, all of which were supplement-
ed by flashy costumes, make-up, props and
even fur — several mascots, such as OMER
himself, made an appearance. 
The Delaware team boasted its shoreline with

a spectacular float in the shape of a glittering
sand castle. Togo used its banner to show the
audience the traditional crafts and dress of its
country. New York made a replica of an OotM
version of New York City, complete with sky-
scrapers and Statue of Liberty costumes. 
“We have the Empire State Building,” said

Sina Edlon, 11, from the New York team. 
Each part of the state worked on a third of the

float, making a stunning cityscape that made
each audience member feel as if they were King
Kong making his way around Manhattan. 
Snyps, New York’s Odyssey of the Mind mas-

cot, made an appearance on the side of a build-

ing. The team even fit in the ball drop for New
Year’s according to Taylor Gillespie, 11. 
Florida went for a more state-wide approach,

using costumes of bumblebees and a banner of
the space shuttle launch and Disney World. 
Mexico certainly had plenty of team spirit,

with team members in the audience chanting

One of the team members from Mexico displayed
the message “Give peace to the world.”

What do Snow White and the
Seven Dwarfs, John Lennon and the
Incredible Hulk have in common?
They have all been miniaturized by
artist Willard Wigan and sculpted to fit
in the eye of a needle — visible only
under a microscope.
Yesterday, Odyssey of the Mind

World Finals participants got the
chance to see Wigan’s creations for
themselves. Wigan, last year’s Cre-
ativity Award winner, brought more
than a dozen of his works to this
year’s World Finals.
Students who came to see the dis-

play in the Stamp Student Union said
they were amazed by how detailed
the sculptures are.
“They were cool,” said 9-year-old

Shruti Shirsathe from San Diego, Cal-
ifornia. “I don’t know how the [artist]
made them so small.”
Wigan said he has been creating

tiny works of art for 49 years — as a
child, he used to create tiny “furniture”
for ants, such as tables, carousels,
and even cups and saucers. This
hobby morphed into his creation of
microscopic works.  
“I made it because it was a way of

expressing myself,” he said. “All my
skills came to this micro-level. I just
kept creating smaller and smaller.”
Wigan said he comes up with ideas

for his sculptures in many different
ways.
“I think of nursery rhymes,” he said.

“I know kids are going to like it and
adults are going to like it. Or I think of a
location like the lunar landing.”
Creating the works themselves is

an intricate process — Wigan said he
uses a hair from a dead fly to paint
them.

The wonderful 

world of Wigan

see PARADE, page 3

see WIGAN, page 3

For one team of high school
students from Hong Kong, this is
not only their first time making it to
World Finals, but also their first
trip ever to the United States.
The students from Queens

College have big shoes to fill —
the school is no stranger to
Odyssey of the Mind World

Finals competitions. Their
school has had seven teams
compete worldwide over the
years and their coach, Liu Kai
Mah, has trained six of them.
This year’s team is

comprised of seven members:
17-year-olds Davis Mok and
Kenneth Pun and 18-year-olds

Lawrence Ho, Kevin Kwan,
Ivan Kwok, Kenny Lam, and
Thomas Wong. They started
preparing in February and
stayed after school every day
— once they even stayed
overnight!
For five of the team’s

Big shoes to fill

Shruti Shirsathe, 9, of California, views Wigan’s works of art in Stamp Student Union.

For first time, Hong Kong team makes it to World

Finals after classmates made it to seven competitions

see TEAM, page 3

Last year’s Creativity Award winner

Willard Wigan shows microscopic

works of art at World Finals 2011
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PIN TRADING PANDEMONIUM
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World Finals participants partake in 
long-standing practice

Martín Perez (left), 15, shows off his pins to another contestant in Stamp Student Union on Friday.

In between competitions, there is often only
one thing on participants’minds — trading pins,
one of Odyssey of the Mind’s longest standing
traditions.
“The purpose was to get kids to talk to each

other and make friends,” said Ron Raab-Long,
the associate director of Odyssey of the Mind for
Delaware and Vice President of Creative
Opportunity Unlimited. “Not only have you made
a trade, but you made a friend.”
Odyssey of the Mind has made pin trading a

norm around the event circuit. According to
Raab-Long, Disney World — which features a
huge collection of themed pins that are often
bought and traded in the amusement park —
got the idea for character pins from Odyssey of
the Mind.
Since pin trading has become more of an

obsession than a hobby during World Finals,
Creative Opportunity Unlimited has found a way
to encourage creative thinking through pin
trading.
You may notice people walking around the

campus selling raffle tickets — this is for the pin
raffle, where ticket buyers have a chance to win
one of three sets of pins. Each set holds a pin
from every team and this year, there are 856
teams — the largest in the history of World
Finals.
“We used to call it a pin towel raffle. We no

longer do that because we would need a beach

towel,” Raab-Long said. 
With the proceeds, along with private

donations, Creative Opportunity Unlimited gives
scholarships to Odyssey of the Mind participants,
grants to start teams and funding for teams that
need assistance covering travel costs.
This year Creative Opportunity Unlimited

gave $15,000 in scholarships and 100 room and
board packages for teams to get to World
Finals. 
Ultimately, however, pin trading is just plain

fun. Kids have strategies, preferences and
goals when trading. 
Just walk into the Stamp Student Union or the

Creativity Festival. You’ll see instantly — pin
traders abound. 
Brenna McCallum, 13, is participating in her

second World Finals. She said she kept her old
pins at home in Arizona for safe-keeping.
“I really wanted all the superheros,” she said

of the pins of OMER dressed in different
costumes, which were designed by a New
Jersey team.
Chrissy Dang, an eleven-year-old from

Virginia, said her tactic is to “get a really good
deal.” 
Her team especially likes a cheesehead pin

from Wisconsin. 
Whatever your preference, pin trading

remains one of the biggest traditions at the
World Finals — get out there and trade!

Walk this way!

Tired of waiting in line for the bus?
Lower your carbon footprint and walk to
your destination!
In addition to keeping the campus eco-

friendly, walking through University of
Maryland’s picturesque campus to your
dorm or the Stamp Student Union is faster
than taking the bus.
The campus spans 1,250 acres of

rolling green topography with more than
7,500 documented trees and classic
Georgian architecture. 
The campus is home to the University of

Maryland Arboretum and Botanical
Gardens by the American Public Gardens
Association and recognized as a “Tree

Campus USA” by the Arbor Day
Foundation.
This year, the university was named

“America’s Greenest Campus” among
450 competing universities from across
the nation for their commitment to
sustainability and the environment.
During the school year, students of the

university enjoy the splendor of the
campus, and help the environment, by
walking the short 10 to 15 minutes to class
each day.
Keep Maryland beautiful. Throughout

your stay at the university, be sure to do as
the Terps do and walk to your destination
— and lower your environmental impact!

Why wait in line for the bus during the steamy summer heat? Take a stroll across the shaded
campus. You’ll get there faster and reduce your carbon footprint. Help us keep UMD clean!

See the campus on foot — skip those bus lines,
reduce your carbon footprint
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OotM alumni association revitalized
Former Odyssey of the Mind contestants work to 

re-establish international network of World Finalists

members, this is their second year competing in
OotM  — but their first time ever competing in
the World Finals.

The local competition they participated in
spanned across only half of their college
campus, Lam said, which is only one-tenth the
size of the University of Maryland.

“It’s so different from the local competition,”
Lam said. “This is so big and so professional.”

The team had quite a journey to the states.
After packing up all of their belongings at
school, the Queens College lads dismantled
their props and had them sent to the United
States via FedEx.

Their flight into Baltimore, Md. was delayed
and the team finally left a day late on Thursday
— instead of Wednesday — said Lam, who
spent his birthday in the airport Thursday.

“When we got off the plane, there were
already signs posted [for us] and people
guiding us to the shuttle,” Lam said.

The team said they plan to continue their
education in the universities after they finish
school — one member will be attending
Brigham Young University, Idaho in the fall. But
until then, the Queens College team is excited
for competing in World Finals, pin trading and
meeting competitors from all over the world.

“I just want to know more friends … and the
different cultures,” Wong said.

“It’s a new experience,” Lam added. “It is
rare that we can get to know different
nationalities.”

TEAM

from page 1

For those veteran problem solvers who
can’t get enough of Odyssey of the Mind, the
newly revitalized Alumni Association is just the
place for you.

Nick Reising, a long-time veteran of
Odyssey of the Mind and the current president
of the association, said the group has existed
for some time but he is currently heading an
effort to revamp it by recruiting more mem-
bers.

“This is the year we’re going to get it going
forward as much as we can,” he said.

Reising said the association will benefit
both current and past Odyssey participants by
allowing alumni of the program to both relive
their Odyssey days and volunteer to assist in
current competitions.

“We want to create a network so that we’re
able to reconnect with past Odyssey of the
Mind individuals,” he said.

Reising said he started competing in
Odyssey of the Mind in 1996 and performed for
10 years before becoming a problem captain.

Now, he hopes to contribute even more to

Odyssey of the Mind by getting as many pro-
gram veterans as possible involved in the as-
sociation.

“Odyssey is something everybody should
be involved in,” Reising said. “Alumni [Associ-
ation] is just another entity for people to get in-
volved with and give back to Odyssey.”

The Alumni Association will meet Sunday
at 7 p.m. in Room 1101 of the Marriott Inn &
Conference Center. Anyone who is interest-
ed is welcome and encouraged to attend!

Teams from New York displayed their “Odyssey State of Mind” float, which depicted what the city
would be like if taken over by Odyssey of the Mind. They placed in the top 9 for float designs.

“Mexico,” over and over again. Their
theme focused on world peace, display-
ing tons of doves and hearts as the main
symbols of the display.

Judges were looking for a variety of as-
pects for the winner of the parade, accord-
ing to Sam Tennant, an official and parade
judge. Some aspects include creativity,
workmanship and theme. Tennant also
said judges are allowed to take into account
personal attachments to the floats and ban-
ners as well. 

The top nine floats and banners were
announced later that night. Colorado,
Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Maine,
New York, Oklahoma, South Carolina and
Mexico were finalists in the float competi-
tion. Hong Kong, Japan, Michigan, New
Jersey, North Carolina, Pennsylvania,
Texas, Togo and Virginia topped the ban-
ner competition. 

PARADE
from page 1

“I have to work between my heartbeats to
do it,” he said, “because the pulse would in-
terfere with my work.”

Although he struggled in school when he
was young, Wigan said his creations gave
him an outlet for his creativity and showed
him that he could make a large impression,
even with something so small.

“It’s small but it becomes bigger when
you see it, and it has a big impact on peo-
ple,” he said.

Ian Schunk, 10, of Atlanta, Georgia, said
Snow White and the Seven Dwarves sculp-
ture was one of his favorites.

“I’m surprised how they can magnify a
pinpoint like that,” Schunk said.

“Other than that they’re awesome, I don’t
know what else to say,” said Beverly Case,
16, of Yukon, Oklahoma. “They’re just really
cool.”

Wigan’s amazing works of art have been
displayed all over the world. Odyssey visi-
tors have the rare chance to see them up
close in Stamp Student Union’s Union Art
Gallery on Sunday and Monday from 10
a.m. to 8 p.m. 

WIGAN
from page 1

Zach Lee, 10, of New Jersey, said his favorite Willard Wigan creation was of the Incredible Hulk.

A team from Queens College in Hong Kong, China sets up a prop Friday for a World Finals event.

Finished with your copy of OMER’s World Daily

News? Recycle it!

Float:
Colorado

Connecticut

Delaware

Georgia

Maine

New York

Oklahoma

South Carolina

Mexico

Banner:
Hong Kong

Japan

Michigan

New Jersey

North Carolina

Pennsylvania

Texas

Togo

Virginia

Top 9 finalists 

(in alphabetical order)

Congratulations

to all the

teams!
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SAY
CHEESE
You and your team can be

professionally photographed by Premier
Portraits at four on-campus sites. This is a
great way to preserve your World Finals
memories for years to come. Be sure to
check out the following locations at the
designated times!

The Stamp Union
Saturday — 9 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Sunday — 9 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Monday — 9 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Cole Field House
Saturday — 7 to 9 p.m. (During the   
Float  and Banner Parade)
Sunday —  7  to 9  p.m. (During 
graduation)

Reckord Armory — During the 
Creativity Festival
Saturday — 12  to 5 p.m.
Sunday — 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday — 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Comcast Center — During Closing 
Ceremonies 
Monday — 7 to 9:30 p.m.
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Don’t forget to

follow us on

Twitter:
@OMERnewsUMD 

Take any good photos?

Have a favorite memory or

special story about World

Finals you 

want to tell?

Share them with us at
OMERnewsUMD@gmail.com!

Schedule of Monday’s events
Monday, May 30
8 a.m. — 4 p.m. | World Finals competitions | Across the
campus 
9 a.m. — 12 p.m. | Creativity Festival | Reckord Armory
9:30, 11 a.m. | NASA E-Theatre presentations | Hoff Theater
9, 10:30 a.m., 12:00 p.m. | NASA classroom activities | Stamp
Student Union
10 a.m. — 8 p.m. | Willard Wigan display | Stamp Student
Union
12 — 4 p.m. | International Festival | Reckord Armory
7:30  — 9:30 p.m. | Awards Ceremony | Comcast Arena
9:30 — 11:00 p.m. | Pre-teen Party | Armory
9:30 p.m. — 12:00 a.m. | Teen Party | Stamp Union
9:30 p.m. — 1 a.m. | Coaches Recovery Party/Officials Party |
Riggs Alumni Center 

SPOTLIGHT OF THE DAY

What are your good-luck traditions

before a competition?

“I always bringa stuffed 

possum

named

Awesome
— Kolton

Dumas, 14,

Arizona

“Our coachusually gives

us mints
— Caroline Cody,

11, Pennsylvania

“We go toStarbucks the

morning of a

competition
— Mikaela

Rhodes, 13,

Kentucky

“I have alucky

stuffed

OMER 
— Michael

Shatto, 11,

Pennsylvania

World Final participants trade pins in Stamp Student Union. 

ATTENTION

EARLY BIRDS:

The Denton Dining Hall will

now open at 6 a.m. to

accomodate the rush of

early diners.

A team from Togo eats in the South Campus Dining Hall Friday.

Please take note:

Anyone not going to the Awards Ceremony Monday night

in Comcast Center at  7:30 p.m., please turn in your tick-

ets to the Odyssey Information in the Stamp Student

Union booth so others can attend! 


