
Team SpiriT ShineS aT parade
by Jane DePriest

Everyone loves a parade 
and participants in Odys-
sey of the Mind really got 
into the festivities for the 
annual Float and Banner 
Parade. The Breslin Cen-
ter is often the high-spirit-
ed scene of MSU basket-
ball victories, but as OotM 
teams assembled with 
their banners and floats 
Thursday evening, there 
was as much excitement – 
and noise – as at a Spar-
tan basketball victory.

“This event is less formal 
than some of the others, 
and it is all about fun,” 
says Fern Brown, the Float and Banner coordi-
nator. “It’s a way for each association to pres-
ent something about themselves and show en-
thusiasm.” 

It was pandemonium in the tunnel just outside 
the Breslin Center as teams lined up. A team 
from Atlanta, Georgia, went back in time to the 
'60s for inspiration for their OMER bus, imitat-
ing the VW bus of the hippie era. A Maine team 
was “batty” about their float as team members 
used black plastic bags to simulate bats. 

A group from Japan built their float to look like 
an eight-headed dragon, Orochi. They carried 
the props and costumes on the plane from Ja-
pan. The dragon must be lucky because they 

had no problems getting through airport secu-
rity.  The theme of a float from Moon Township, 
PA was “Park yourself in Pennsylvania,” with 
representations of parks in the state. Teams 
with banners, not floats, also used imagination 
and creativity to represent their home state, 
province or country. 

Even those not in the parade got in the spirit 
with noise makers, hats, and loud cheering. 
The crowd went wild when OMER lead off the 
parade. Then each participating team was an-
nounced individually with great fanfare. Fol-
lowing the parade, awards were given to the 
top 10 floats and banners, based on creativity 
and entertainment value. 

 events have 
moved!

Please take note that the following event 
and exhibit have changed locations:

international Festival
Now at the 

International Center

Willard Wigan exhibit
Now at the 

International Center Library
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Texas' banner, a finalist, raised high.
‒ photo by Carol Ann DeSimine

Mexico's float train put them in the top ten at the Float and Banner Parade.
‒ photo by Carol Ann DeSimine
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FridaY SChedULe
World Finals Competition
 8am – 7pm

Creativity Festival
 Jenison Fieldhouse 
 9am – 5pm

naSa e-Theatre presentations
 Holmes Hall 
 9am, 11:30am, 1pm, 2:30pm

Graduation / Coaches Comp.
 Jack Breslin Student Center 
 7pm – 9pm

imporTanT phone 
nUmberS

For World Finals

emergency onLY
 Fire, Police, Ambulance
 911 
Greater Lansing Visitor Center
 (517) 487-0077

mSU Campus information 
 (517) 355-1855

MSU Physicians Office
olin health Center
 (517) 884-6546

mSU public Safety / police
department / parking 
 (517) 355-2221

mSU Visitor Center
 on Trowbridge
 (517) 355-9651

props / Storage information 
 (517) 355-1700

World Finals information desk
 (517) 432-0798

Top 10 banner
Finalists

(alphabetical order):

British Columbia
Connecticut
Hong Kong

Japan
Michigan

New Jersey
North Carolina

Texas
Vermont
Virginia

Top 10 Float 
Finalists

(alphabetical order):

Arkansas
Colorado
Delaware
Georgia
Japan
Maine
Mexico

New York
Pennsylvania
West Virginia



Even though World Finals is a fierce 
competition, students surprise many by 

actually befriending their competitors. They all 
know and appreciate that it takes a lot of hard 
work to become world champions. They've 
come to Michigan armed with props, scripts, 
and just a little bit of humor. But they've also 
come with a creative spirit – not a competitive 
one. Participants show what camaraderie is all 
about by sharing their ideas and celebrating 
each other.

“One of the most exciting things [about Odys-
sey] is seeing what other people have come 
up with to solve the same problem that you’ve 
been working on,” says Stephanie Lewis, 14, 
from Chino Valley Advogate in Chino, Califor-
nia. “You think – oh wow, that’s really clever. 
It’s cool to see your problem solved in a dif-
ferent way.” 

And different is the key word. Every team at 
the 2010 Odyssey World Finals has come up 
with a creative way to solve a problem that is 
different, but never wrong. As Dr. Sam always 
says – There’s no such thing as correct an-
swer to Odyssey of the Mind problems. Ever. 

Lewis knows firsthand the exhilaration of  
making it to World Finals, but also under-

stands the heartbreak of not making it. This 
is her third time at Odyssey, but she’s been 
competing for six years. “We appreciate [be-
ing here] so much more because we know 
what it felt like not to come,” she said.

Daniel Sales, 16, from A.W. Dreyfoos School 
for the Arts in West Palm Beach, Florida, 
competed in the Nature Trail’R problem and 
enjoyed seeing the other vehicles his team 
competed against. But his favorite part about 
the competition may surprise you.  “I think 
destroying your stuff after you’ve done the 
problem [to] throw it away is really exciting 
and fun,” Sales says with a laugh. The team 
members see the vehicle demolition as ca-
tharsis … and another year of hard work be-
hind them. 

The energy at OotM problem performances 
are a combined sense of relief and the shared 
anticipation to see what others have in store. 
It’s not really about the problem at hand, but 
the teamwork and dedication it took to get 
them this far, and the appreciation they all 
have toward the same end – creative prob-
lem solving.
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odyssey of the mind photos  |  flickr.com account

no probLemS here, JUST
CreaTiVe SoLUTionS

Share your photos from the Odyssey of the Mind World Finals 2010 in East Lansing, Michigan, and they may be 
included in OMER's World News and other Odyssey publications. Please include the full name of any person in the 
photo, the date it was taken, and any other relevant details.
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Step 1:
Join the group from your own flickr.com account*

http://www.flickr.com/groups/1460290@n22/

Step 2:
Post in the "pool" once you've joined the group

http://www.flickr.com/groups/1460290@n22/pool/

*NOTE: You will need to sign up for a flickr.com account in order to post your photos!

easy steps on hoW to post your photos
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To Tony Birkmeier, this year’s World Finals 
Co-Tournament Director, Odyssey of the 

Mind isn’t just a special event – it’s a way of 
life.

An Odyssey of the Mind participant from mid-
dle school through college, Tony is proud to 
be the founder of the first OotM club at his now 
Alma Mater, Michigan State University. From 
there Tony went on to coach and judge and 
take on many different roles within the com-
petition over the years – but it wasn’t enough. 
He wanted to do more. As every OotM com-
petitor can surely understand, Tony had a vi-
sion and was dedicated to make it reality.

“I decided that something I really wanted to 
do was bring together two things in my life 
that I truly loved, OotM and Michigan State 
University,” said Birkmeier. “When MSU first 
hosted World Finals in 2007, I had made that 
dream a reality and it was really gratifying.”

Tony understands very well from his experi-
ence in OotM the gratification that comes 
from hard work, but that’s not the only thing 
he learned from his days of competition. “The 
skills I learned from OotM have served me 
well my whole life,” continued Birkmeier. “I’ve 
learned great lessons in teamwork, problem-
solving and taking risks.”

Tony explained that in OotM competition one 
learns that greatness is achieved when you 
go out on a limb and take risks to find cre-
ative answers to problems. He also shared 
that one of the things he loves so much about 
this event is the environment of trust and en-
couragement that is fostered.

“Odyssey of the Mind World Finals is one of 
the only competitions you’ll ever see where 
teams are competing against each other, but 
also really encouraging each other and cheer-
ing other groups on as well,” said Birkmeier. 
“It’s truly inspiring.”

Now that Birk-
meier has real-
ized his long-
time goal of 
bringing togeth-
er OotM and 
Michigan State 
University, he 
has a new goal. 
It involves the 
participants in 
this year’s 31st 
annual compe-
tition.

“I want every-
one competing 
in this year’s 
World Finals Competition to get the same 
boost in confidence and feeling of satisfac-
tion I always got from competition,” said Birk-
meier. “When you keep trying and believe in 
yourself, anything is possible.”

odYSSeY oF The mind WorLd a LiFe-LonG JoY For mSU aLUmnUS
by Brendan Dwyer

by Suban Nur Cooley

MSU Alumnus Tony Birkmeier has 
a true passion for Odyssey of the 
Mind.

dumpster area
reminder

Creative Competitions, inc. 
would like to remind all teams 
to respect mSU's policies 
regarding the dumpster areas.

please do not go near or around 
back dock or dumpster areas 
at any time. This helps mSU 
maintain its commendable "be 
Spartan Green" efforts and 
also ensures everyone's safety. 
even omer is staying away 

from dumpsters this week!

There will be designated areas 
marked at each problem site for 
your props and other trash items.



CVS/pharmacy 
240 M.A.C. Ave., East Lansing
(517) 336-8216

FedEx Office Print & Ship Center
626 Michigan Ave., East Lansing
(517) 332-5855

hobby Lobby
2775 E. Grand River Ave., East Lansing
(517) 337-9253

home depot
1749 Newman Rd., Okemos
(517) 381-0650

Jo-Ann Fabrics & Crafts
533 Mall Ct., Lansing
(517) 664-1061

Lowe’s home improvement
6821 S. Cedar St., Lansing
(517) 699-2940

meijer Grocery Store
1350 W. Lake Lansing Rd., East Lansing
(517) 332-2444

Michael’s Arts & Crafts
540 Frandor Ave., Lansing
(517) 332-1778

Sam’s Club
2925 Towne Centre Blvd., Lansing
(517) 482-9149

Staples
3003 East Michigan Ave., Lansing
(517) 332-3632

Student book Store
421 E. Grand River Ave., East Lansing
(517) 351-4210

Target
4890 Marsh Rd., Okemos
(517) 347-0700

Walmart Supercenter
3225 Towne Centre Blvd., Lansing
(517) 487-9150

SUppLY SToreS

Don’t leave MSU without your 
favorite souvenir to remember the 

great time you had at the 2010 World 
Finals!  WF Pin Towels, a WF Hoodie, 
WF Hats, WF Pins & WF Slider Pins 
(pins in the shape of Michigan) and 
Long Term Problem Wristbands are 
just a few of the most popular items 
that will be available.

Souvenir sales will be open at the 
following times and locations:

international Center Library
Friday, may 28th

9am – 5pm

holden hall
Friday, may 28th

9am – 5pm
Saturday, may 29th

9am – 5pm

Jenison Fieldhouse
(during the Creativity Festival)

Friday, may 28th
9am – 5pm

Saturday, may 29th
9am – noon

don'T ForGeT YoUr 
SoUVenirS!

Friday  | May 28TH, 2010
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mSU hopeS For beneFiTS beYond The
2010 WorLd FinaLS
by Jane DePriest

Laurin Geirman, sales manager for 
Destination state at Michigan State 

University, has a lot on her plate—actually 
about 8,000 plates! She has helped to make 
this World Finals go smoothly by helping OotM 
and MSU organize things like meals, rooms, 
and all of the many other details that go into 
planning this huge event. While she often 
organizes events for MSU, she considers 
World Finals one of the most special.

Gierman believes in the OotM philosophy. 
“You have to see the events to understand 
how these students use their creativity to 
solve problems. Just reading about Odyssey 
is not the same.” She says that it is an honor 
to be part of the university and working so 
closely with OotM.

Over the summer Gierman will deal with thou-
sands of people, primarily youth, coming to 
campus for tours and summer camps, but the 
2010 World Finals has special meaning. “Of 
course this large event assists with income in 
that MSU is providing housing and meals for 
at least 7,500 people,” says Gierman. “But we 
also are very pleased to bring these bright, 

creative youth to campus and introduce them 
to MSU. If we can expose them to all that MSU 
has to offer, we hope they will return. This is 
the biggest impact that we hope to have with 
all our conferences and events, but this one 
in particular.  We would love to have Odyssey 
of the Mind participants as Spartans.”

Geirman would also like to remind all Od-
yssey of the Mind participants to be part of 
MSU’s Be Spartan Green. Students and oth-
ers involved in the 2010 World Finals can take 
simple steps to help Be Green. These include 
using a refillable water bottle rather than pur-
chasing bottled water, turning off lights when 
leaving their rooms, and using reusable shop-
ping bags instead of plastic bags provided 
by stores, as well as putting recyclables in 
the appropriate containers that are located 
throughout the campus. “The MSU recycling 
and Surplus center allows our campus to di-
vert over 30% of our waste from landfills.”

OotM participants will especially want to take 
note of Gierman’s parting words, “Be sure to 
go to the MSU Dairy Store and try the OMER 
Tracks ice cream.”

pinS, an earTh TenT 
& GAMES At thE
CreaTiViTY FeSTiVaL
by Suban Nur Cooley

Being inside the Jenison Field House for 
the Creativity Festival is like taking an 

innovative trip across the United States and 
around the world. Every state and country at 
World Finals is offered a booth to create an 
interactive game for OotM members to enjoy. 
At the Hong Kong booth, individuals get to 
write their name in Chinese characters, while 
at the Florida booth, participants ride bicycles 
to create energy that sends balls propelling 
through the air.

“I like the fact that there’s just so many dif-
ferent things to do. It’s just fun to see what 
[different places] come up with, and all of the 
different things you can experience at the 
Creativity Festival,” says Rayna Perry, 11, 
from Georgetown Elementary in Savannah, 
Georgia.

With an OMER Raccoon mask in hand, Od-
yssey participants go from booth to booth 
getting the mask stamped. Once you get five 
stamps, you can trade your mask for a Cre-
ativity Festival Pin to take home. Why a pin? 
Well, that's one of the best ways to take a 
piece of World Finals home. The Creativity 
Festival is a great way for students who aren't 
competing to interact, show off their state or 
country's creative ideas, and of course, trade 
pins.

Amidst the hustle and bustle of the festival, 
students with intensely focused faces are 
deep in the world of pin trading. All the OotM 
contestants come prepped to barter pins from 
their country or state in exchange for pins 

they don’t have. The hope: to leave OotM 
with as many pins as possible. Florida has a 
carnival-themed pin, that spins and lights up, 
New Jersey has an ice cream cone pin and 
and Delaware has a chicken ‒ just to name 
a few.

This year’s Creativity Festival was also the 
platform for NASA to unveil its Earth Tent, 
where students can learn interactively about 
the elements of our planet. “You really get to 
learn about a lot of different things in here,” 
says Heather McCabe, 12, from Mater Christi 
School in Burlington, Vermont. “I’ve learned 
about the atmosphere today…we’re doing 
that in school so I was really excited when I 
saw it.”

Pin trading, a huge attraction for many World Finals 
participants, has been taking place all over the MSU 
campus. It's a great way to learn more about each 
other.
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things to do in greater lansing
Visit the Greater Lansing Convention and Visitors 
Bureau Website for a complete list: 

www.lansing.org 
or call 1-888-2-Lansing

Lansing Ambassadors will also be available at the 
International Center, Kellogg Hotel and Conference 
Center and the Creativity Festival to answer 
questions and help you plan to spend your free 
time.

impression 5 Science Center
200 Museum Dr, Lansing
(517) 485-8116 ext 32
www.impression5.org 
Explore, discover, and experience Mid-Michigan’s 
leading hands-on/minds-on science and technology 
center which provides activities, demonstrations, 
and exhibits for children from 2 to 92! Check the 
website for information on themes. 
Hours: Monday–Friday 10am – 5pm,
Saturday 10am – 7pm, Sunday 12pm – 5pm
Admission is $5 for adults, students, and seniors.  
Children under 5 pay the amount of their age.

michigan historical museum
702 W. Kalamazoo St, Lansing
(517) 373-3559
The Michigan Historical Museum, located in 
downtown Lansing, tells Michigan’s story from 
precontact times to 1900 through permanent exhibits 
on its second floor.  Exhibits about “Michigan in  the 

20th Century” fill the third floor. Special exhibits in a 
first floor gallery change yearly, and have focused 
on collections and themes ranging from underwater 
archaeology to Civil War flags.  
Admission is free.

r.e. olds Transportation museum
240 Museum Dr, Lansing
(517) 372-0529
www.reoldsmuseum.org
Come see a collection of artifacts and documents 
pertaining to the auto industry and Lansing area 
transportation from the year 1833 to the present.  
There are over 50 vehicles on display. Located at 
240 Museum Drive in Lansing. Admission is $5 for 
adults, $3 for students and seniors over 65.  
Hours: Tuesday–Saturday 10am – 5pm,
Sunday  12pm – 5pm

State Capitol building
100 Capital Ave., Lansing
(517) 373-2353
http://www.michigan.gov
Step back into the Victorian era with a visit to 
Michigan’s award-winning Capitol Building. Tours 
of the public areas and the House and Senate 
galleries available.
Hours: Monday–Friday 9am – 4pm
Admission is free.

Michigan Travel Information: www.michigan.org

FridaY ShUTTLe 
SChedULe

There will be five bus routes during 
World Finals. All routes will intersect 
at lot 79 on the south side of Spartan 
Stadium. All routes are expected to 
run every 15 – 20 minutes.

Yellow route
 Connects Kellogg Center and 

East Lansing Marriott to the 
Hub. 

 6am – midnight

blue route
 Connects Williams, Yakeley/

Gilchrist, Landon, Mayo, 
Campbell Halls and the IM 
Sports Circle to the Hub. 

 6am – 11pm

orange route
 Connects Wonders, Case, 

Wilson and Holden Halls to the 
Breslin Center and the Hub. 

 6am – 11pm 

Green route
 Connects Akers, Holmes, 

McDonel and Shaw Halls to the 
Hub. 

 6am – 11pm

red route
 Connects the Parking/

Commuter Lots to the Hub. 
 6am – 11pm

SaTUrdaY SChedULe
World Finals Competition
 8am – 4pm

Creativity Festival
 Jenison Fieldhouse 
 9am – noon

naSa e-Theatre presentations
 Holmes Hall 
 9:30am & 11am

international Festival
 International Center
 noon – 4pm

awards Ceremony
 Jack Breslin Student Center 
 7:30am – 9:30pm

pre-Teen party
 Jenison Fieldhouse 
 9:30am – 12:30am

Teen party
 MSU Union
 9:30am – 12:30am

Coaches recovery party
 Kellogg Center
 9:30am – 12:30am
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GradUaTion CeremonieS ToniGhT!
COAChES' & OFFiCiAlS' COMPEtitiOn tO FOllOw!

Graduation ceremonies start at 7pm 
for participants who are missing their 

graduations at home. Graduates who have 
signed up to participate should line up at 
6:30pm in the tunnel on the south side of the 
building. OMER and Dr. Sam will be there to 
help the graduates celebrate this milestone in 
the students’ lives as they hand out diplomas 
and take photos.

This year's Spirit Award winner Hoss McNut will 
also be there to inspire everyone with a speech 
as well. Please come and show your support!

After graduation, the coaches’ and officials’ 
competition will begin. They must design 

and create three "fish" and a device that will 
retrieve them from the "water" and into a "boat." 
Many creative limitations like not touching 
the floor outside of the “boat” or unique size 
requirements for the “fish” will certainly bring 
out some creative solutions. Trophies will be 
awarded for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place. 

Any ties will be decided by crowd participation so 
be sure to come and see what the coaches and 
officials will bring to this year’s competition.

WeaTher ForeCaST heaLTh SerViCeS
the University Physician's Office
Located on the third floor of the Olin Memorial 
Health Center on East Circle Drive on the north 
edge of campus.
phone: (517) 884-6546
Hours: Monday ‒ Friday, 8am ‒ 5pm

e.W. Sparrow hospital
Medical care is also available through the emer-
gency department of Sparrow Hospital located at 
1215 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing.
phone: (517) 364-1000

Sparrow Urgent Care Center
Okemos Center
2248 Mt. Hope, Suite 106 (at Okemos Rd.)
phone: (517) 381-4001
Hours: Everyday, 10am ‒ 10pm

Friday  |  high of 82
Partly Cloudy

Saturday  |  high of 82
MostlyCloudy

Sunday  |  high of 86
Sunny

With the temperature in the eighties for 
the rest of this week it is highly advised 
that everyone stay hydrated with plenty 
of fluids to avoid heat exhaustion. 

WiLLard WiGan exhibiT
There's still time to visit a special WF exhibit of the micro-sculptor! Willard Wigan will be

signing special post cards that showcase his OMER sculpture. Be sure to stop by!
Fri & Sat:  9 am – 5 pm now at the international Center Library


