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World News

Graduation Ceremonies at Hilton Tonight 
followed by Contests for Coaches and Officials

raduation Ceremonies start at 7 p.m. for participants who are missing their 
graduations at home. Graduates who have signed up to particpate should 

line up at 6:30 p.m. in the east tunnel area of Hilton. OMER and Dr. Sam will 
be there to help the graduates celebrate this milestone in the students’ lives as 
they hand out diplomas and take photos. Please come to show your support!

After graduation, the coaches’ and officials’ competition will begin. In an op-
portunity to show their creativity, the Coaches’ Competition problem this year 
requires them to design, create, and wear a reversible costume. The costumes 
will be rated on creativity, the impact of the reversal, and the way the costume 
is reversed. Judged on crowd response and a trio of judges, the first, second, 
and third place winners will receive trophies.
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World Finals schedule for Friday and Saturday
Friday, May 29, 2009
8 a.m. – 7 p.m. World Finals Competition Various Locations 
9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Creativity Festival Memorial Union
7 p.m. – 9 p.m. Graduation / Coaches’ Competition Hilton Coliseum
10 a.m., 11:30 a.m., 2 p.m., 4 p.m. NASA E-Theatre Presentations Curtiss Auditorium
Saturday, May 30, 2009
8 a.m. – 4 p.m. World Finals Competition Various Locations
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Creativity Festival Memorial Union
10 a.m. – 3 p.m. International Festival Memorial Union
10 a.m., 11:30 a.m. NASA E-Theatre Presentations Curtiss Auditorium 
7:40 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. Awards Ceremony Hilton Coliseum
9:30 p.m. – 12:30 a.m. Pre-teen Party Lied Rec Center
9:30 p.m. – 12:30 a.m. Teen Party Memorial Union
9:30 p.m. – 1 a.m. Coaches Recovery Party Iowa State Center

Team Photographer Near Hilton Coliseum
Premier Portraits is taking official team photos again this year. Visit its 
booth at the Creativity Festival in Memorial Union. Team pictures will also 
be taken at Hilton Coliseum, near the south entrance. Hours at Hilton Col-
iseum are from 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. today and Saturday.

Each team photographed will receive a free 5x7 photo for its school. Pho-
tographers recommend that you bring your entire team to the photo lo-
cation to be photographed immediately after your competition. No ap-
pointments are necessary, but come as early as you can to avoid long lines. 
Costumes and props are strongly encouraged.

The Division III team from Preparatoria Quince in Monterrey, Mexico, poses for a quick photo 
before performing its challenge: Shockwaves.

ilton Coliseum transformed into 
a packed parade route Thursday 

evening for the Odyssey of the Mind 
Float and Banner Parade. World Fi-
nalists showcased their vivid imagi-
nations by creating floats and ban-
ners that represented their home 
state, provincial, and country asso-
ciations. The audience roared with 
applause and pride as teams paraded 
through the arena. Arkansas donned 
do-rags.Connecticut strutted its stuff 
as peacocks, while Hong Kong was 
abuzz in “busy bee” costumes. 

“The parade is a tradition for our 
team,” said nine year-old Alanna 
Budden of Canada. “I love walking 
around the floor with the banner. 
The whole team has smiles on their 
faces the entire time.” 

Iowa led the float portion of the pa-
rade with a Dutch windmill showcas-
ing the state’s strong Dutch heritage. 
Arizona slithered into the arena as 
a giant rattlesnake straight from the 
desert. Massachusetts featured one 
of its most recognizable moments in 
history, the Boston Tea Party, led by a 
charismatic red lobster. Other floats 

H

World Finalists’ Finest Efforts 
Displayed at Float and Banner Parade

were displayed on everything from 
red wagons, airplanes, glittery post-
ers, and tall neon-colored creatures. 

Caroline Unger of New Jersey said, 
“I thought Georgia had the best float. 
I loved seeing all of the colors. The 
whole parade was fun!”

Following the parade, judges award-
ed top 10 placings to the most cre-
ative as well as entertaining floats 
and banners of the night. 

The top 10 banner finalists (in alpha-
betical order) were British Columbia, 
Florida, Kentucky, Maryland, New 
Jersey, Oklahoma, Ontario, South 
Carolina, Virginia, and West Virgin-
ia. The top 10 float finalists were Ari-
zona, Colorado, Delaware, Georgia, 
Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, Mexico, 
New York, and Pennsylvania. 

All winning float and banner parade 
participants received a complete 
2009 Odyssey of the Mind pin set 
that includes collectible pins from all 
State, Provincial, and Country Asso-
ciations, as well as other Unaffiliated 
State and Country Representatives. 

Odyssey of the Mind loves a parade! The imagination and pride showcased in these floats 
earned them a top 10 finalist placing in the Float and Banner Parade in Hilton Coliseum. 
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 Numbers for 
 World Finals
 Emergency ONLY 
 (fire, police, ambulance)
 911
 To make an on-campus call dial 4-XXXX
 To call off-campus dial 8 + all digits
 (Area Code 515)

 ISU Public Safety
 294-4428 
 ISU/Ames Information Center
 294-5590 
 World Finals Information
 294-5591
 Prop Storage Information
 294-5592
 ISU’s HELPVAN
 294-4444 or
  4-4444 On campus

 Campus Information Center
 294-4357 (294-HELP)
 ISU Student Health Center
 294-7973
 Mary Greeley Medical Center
 239-2011
 ISU Police
 294-4428
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ith a souvenir shop, music, 
activity booths, temporary tat-

toos, a hypnotist, a magic show, and 
much more, the Creativity Festival 
is sure to have something for kids of 
all ages. Located in Memorial Union 
the festival continues today from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. and showcases team 
booths from 23 of the Odyssey of the 
Mind associations, Science at NASA, 
the Ames community, and Iowa State 
clubs.

Used as a place to continue creative 
thoughts and actions, the Creativity 
Festival gives a place for participants, 
coaches, and parents to spend time 
in between competitions and events. 

“The Creativity Festival is a great 
way for children to meet children 
from other states and countries in 

W

Creativity Festival Offers Something 
for Everyone

The Creativity Festival hosted many innovative booths including the Science at NASA booth, 
which provided free souvenirs, and the Dynamic Planet, an interactive atmosphere projection.

a relaxed social setting,” said Cindy 
Downey from New York. “As a booth 
participant it’s also an opportunity 
to get to know other Odyssey adults 
from our state.”

A popular spot was the NASA booth 
as students were able to interact with 
various atmospheres through the dy-
namic planet mechanism and receive 
free souvenirs including stickers, 
bags, pamphlets, DVDs, and posters. 

“Our NASA booth is a way to let folks 
know that NASA is not only about 
shuttle launches and space explora-
tion, but is also dedicated to planet 
Earth,” said Steve Graham, NASA se-
nior outreach specialist. “We’re hap-
py to be a part of the Creativity Fes-
tival – the best part is to watch the 
interaction between kids, coaches, 
and parents.” 

t is safe to say that this year’s Spirit 
Award winner, Wayne Otte, has 

had his fair share of involvement in 
Odyssey of the Mind. Beginning as 
a coach for his daughter’s and son’s 
teams in 1982, he has gone on to 
work at the regional, state, and inter-
national levels.

“I was extremely shocked and I nev-
er thought I would be considered for 
the award, but I’m very pleased and 
honored,” Otte said Wednesday.

Today, he is the Regional Problem 
Captain for the vehicle problem 
and is also involved in officials’ and 
coaches’ training in his home state 
of New York. Through his tireless ef-
forts with OotM, whether it be vol-
unteering at tournaments or flooring 
the new Creative Competitions, Inc. 
offices, Otte is always willing to lend 
a helping hand. 

As a World Finals judge for the vehi-
cle problem for nearly 10 years, Otte 
has come a long way since his ear-
lier, more inexperienced years. “By a 
fluke we ended up in the world finals 
in 1982,” he said with a chuckle. “We 
were brand new and didn’t have any 
idea that there was anything such 
as the World Finals! It was a much 
smaller operation than it is today.” 

After 27 years with OotM, Otte is still 
very passionate about his work. “It’s 
fun and it’s mentally challenging. You 
look at a problem as an official and 
think you know what you’re going 
to see, but then you end up seeing 
stuff that’s so radically different. The 
teams keep you thinking.”

Otte has even more reason to enjoy 
his work with OotM. His experi-
ence has become a family affair, as 
his wife works with him at World 
Finals and as an association director 
and operations director in New York. 
His daughter and son-in-law are also 
officials and his granddaughter is 
involved in various OotM tourna-
ments.

Otte recommends the experience of 
getting involved with OotM to every-
one. “I’d say go for it. There are so 
many wonderful opportunities here 
that you can’t go wrong.”

I

Wayne Otte  
Honored with  
2009 Spirit Award
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Each association participating in the Creativity Festival created an interactive booth for Odys-
sey participants to enjoy, many involving themes and innovative inventions. 

Athelene and Lester Carter of North Carolina have made Odyssey of the Mind their passion for 
more than 20 years. The pin collection they have numbers well past the 200 mark, which they 
displayed proudly at Thursday’s Creativity Festival. 

Jim Field of Florida monitors the vacuum catapult-driven maze in the Florida Association 
booth at Thursday’s Creativity Festival. 

Participants’ Reactions at the Creativity Festival
Aaron Brown, first year team member from Georgia, is excited about his 
first Odyssey of the Mind competition. 

“My favorite part is the pin trading and getting to meet people from other 
countries,” said Brown. “I also liked the Creativity Festival.” 

While Aaron Brown is experiencing his first Odyssey of the Mind competi-
tion, others can’t help but come back year after year. Lester and Athelene 
Carter of North Carolina have been participating in Odyssey for more than 
20 years. 

“We love Odyssey – this is where our friends are and we get to see the 
children interact,” said Lester Carter as he showed off his extensive pin 
collection at the festival. “And everyone is so nice here in Iowa – Iowa 
State is our favorite spot for World Finals.”

Athelene Carter agrees and loves the concept of Odyssey as it challenges 
students in a variety of ways.

“Odyssey is an opportunity for students to explore the real world through 
creative thinking and problem solving – skills that students need in the 
real world!” said Athelene Carter. 

Sebastian Kremkow and Max Krausch from Berlin, Germany are enjoying 
their time in Iowa as they participated in many of the Creativity Festival’s 
activities. 

“I really like Odyssey because I like drama and the technical problems 
involved,” said Kremkow. “I enjoy solving the problems for Odyssey of 
the Mind.” 

Ben Sernas, 10, Connor Uzzo, 11, Chris Sernas, 9, of New Jersey, hold their free posters from 
the NASA booth on Thursday at the Creativity Festival. 

Sebastian Kremkow, 15, and Max Kravsh, 16 of Berlin, Germany, participate in the Creativity 
Festival in Memorial Union on Thursday. The group traveled more than 5,000 miles to attend 
World Finals.

Aaron Brown and his father, Alan Brown, of Georgia, play with NASA’s interactive Dynamic 
Planet at the NASA booth at Thursday’s Creativity Festival. Brown and his team compete in 
Division I, problem one, Earth Trek. 
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f you have signed up to for an airport shuttle at the close of World Finals and 
have not yet confirmed your travel arrangements, you should do so today.

A representative of each team or individual travelers must stop by the ISU/ 
Ames Information Booth in Memorial Union and turn in a completed Depar-
ture information form by noon today. Please have your airport, airline, and 
flight number with you. This information is necessary to finalize your shuttle 
schedules. Airport departure Shuttle times and locations will be  available for 
pick up at the ISU/Ames information booth on Saturday between 9 and 5 p.m.

I

Have You Signed Up for an Airport Shuttle? 
Confirm Your Flight Plans Today

OMER Dining News
Your wristband is good for entry into the dining 
centers and special events.

Knapp-Storms Dining Green
*Union Drive Marketplace Orange
Linden Yellow
Oak-Elm Red
Scheman Pink
Memorial Union Food Court Blue

(* Note: Times on the Union Drive Marketplace 
menus are incorrect. Hours at that location will 
be the same as other locations, listed below.) 

If your wristband is lost or broken, replacement 
bands are available at each conference desk.  
Please bring your broken wristband with you.

All food served by the ISU Dining Centers is avail-
able on an unlimited basis. No food, beverages or 
dishes are to be taken out of the university dining 
rooms, except for sack meals.

Sack meals are available through Saturday, May 
30, for all participants with meal plans who are 
going on sightseeing trips or have competition 
conflicts during the noon meal. Meals can be 
requested the day before at your dining unit’s 
checker stand. 

There will be three pick-up locations for the 
meals: Carver Hall (main floor lobby), Forker 
Building (west side lobby) and MacKay Hall 
(room 23, Tea Room). Participants need to re-
quest their pick-up location at the time they sign 
up for their lunch. Pickup times are from 10 
a.m. to 10:30 a.m.  

Dining Service for Friday, May 29 –  
Saturday, May 30

Breakfast 6:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. 

Sack Meal 10:00 a.m. -10:30 a.m.   
 (at pickup locations)

Lunch 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Dinner 4:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Dining Service for Sunday, May 31  

Breakfast 6:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.  

When you purchase a 22 oz. souvenir ISU mug at 
one of our C-stores, you can use it for a 25-cent dis-
count off the regular price when you refill during 
World Finals. C-stores participating include West 
Side Market at Union Drive Community Center, 
Eastside Market at M-W-L Commons, Hawthorn 
Market & Café at the Frederiksen Court Commu-
nity Center and the M.U. Market & Café at Memo-
rial Union.  
 

Pin blankets are a great way to keep track of all the pins you have collected during your time 
at World Finals. Keep trading pins until the very last moment to fill your blanket like this one.

Pin trading is a great opportunity to meet new friends. Odyssey souvenir shops provide the 
newest pins for the 2009 World Finals.  

ower lines were falling and trans-
formers were failing. Entire cit-

ies were without power, and most 
phone services were interrupted— 
some as long as 17 days. Arkansas 
schools and local businesses were 
even closed—yet the Gosnell School 
team from Blytheville was not afraid 
to stick to its commitment to Odys-
sey of the Mind. 

The team was still determined to find 
practice time despite experiencing 
the worst ice storm to hit northeast 
Arkansas in nearly 40 years. 

“You know it’s bad when our Wal-
mart closes,” said Stephen Lewis, 
team coach.

The kids made arrangements to meet 
at a local hotel where a conference 
room was available. Parents braved 
the icy driving conditions to get them 
there. A great deal of work was done 
in that conference room, although 
there was a brief interruption to eat 
the first hot meal in days. 

Just as things were improving, an-
other storm hit the area throwing an-
other 10 inches of snow on the town. 
Again, unheard of in the area, and 
again, it did not stop the team from 
practice and building props.  

“The team was determined nothing 
would stop them,” Lewis said. “Af-
ter all, this time they had power and 
could eat.”

The team’s efforts paid off as they 
qualified for state and continued on 
to qualify for World Finals. 

“It’s ironic, I am the coach and yet 
they taught me lesson after lesson 
in teamwork, 
de t e rmina -
tion, and col-
laboration,” 
Lewis said.

Snow is No Obstacle 
to Team from 
Blytheville, Arkansas

P
World Finals Award Ceremony to Broadcast Live Online at 7:30 Saturday 
Hey OotM’ers! If your friends and families cheering you on back at home 
want to see your team at Odyssey of the Mind World Finals, they can. The 
2009 World Finals Award Ceremonies will be broadcast live online at 7:30 
p.m. (CDT) on Saturday, May 30. 

Links to the broadcast will be available during the Award Ceremony at 
www.odysseyofthemind.com on the site’s World Finals page – look for 
the live broadcast link on the sidebar. RealPlayer is required to watch the 
broadcast online. Viewers can download RealPlayer from the Odyssey of 
the Mind Web site. 

ust a reminder that if you have props or other materials you want shipped 
home, today (Friday) is the last day to make arrangements for ISU to handle 

those shipments. Any items left in the prop rooms following the conclusion of 
competition will be discarded. 

To make these arrangements, you will need to turn in all completed informa-
tion for a prepaid or C.O.D. shipment for your props at the Prop Information 
Desk in the Memorial Union before 4 p.m. today. 

J
Prop Return Shipment Reminder

The warm weather at the end of World 
Finals this week is in sharp contrast to condi-
tions faced by this team from Blytheville, 
Ark., when they were preparing for competi-
tion in some of the worst winter weather 
Arkansas had experienced in 40 years. 


