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eams from 9 countries in addi-
tion to the United States are com-

peting at the Odyssey of the Mind 
World Finals this week in Ames. 
The teams include participants from 
Canada, China, Department of De-
fense Dependent Schools in Bel-
gium, Germany, Mexico, Poland, 
Russia, Slovakia, and South Korea. 
These teams are represented in all 
four divisions of the competition.

Mabry King, International Liaison, 
coordinates the Buddy Team and 
Homestay programs for internation-
al visitors. The Odyssey Buddy Team 
system pairs each international team 
with an American team and provides 
assistance as they experience World 
Finals together, from the Open-
ing Ceremonies to the final awards.

“Many students as well as coaches and 
leaders may be outside of their native 
country for the first time,” said King. 
“It is quite an experience for them as 
they meet people from other coun-
tries, eat different foods, speak a lot of 
English, and of course go shopping.”

Many U.S. and international teams 
find that they have more in common 
than they think. Just as American stu-
dents compete within their regions 
and states to advance to World Finals, 
international teams compete within 
their home countries in local, region-
al, and national competitions as well.

Also similar to U.S. students, many 
international students miss their 
regularly scheduled school days dur-
ing World Finals. Some have to take 
final exams upon their arrival home 
while others miss graduation. They 
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World News

Odyssey Welcomes 
International 
Teams to ISU

xcitement and energy filled Hilton 
Coliseum during the Opening Cer-

emonies of the Odyssey of the Mind 
World Finals Wednesday night. Par-
ticipants donned their country’s and 
states’ flags, wizard hats, light sabers, 
cowboy hats, chicken hats, and party 
horns to kick off the week’s events. 

With more than 780 teams represent-
ing 12 international associations and 
33 states, Hilton Coliseum was alive 
with anticipation to participate in the 
30th anniversary of World Finals. 
Associations represented include 
Canada, China, Belgium, Germany, 
Poland, Russia, Hong Kong, Mexico, 
Singapore, Slovakia, South Korea, 
and the United States of America. 

After the parade of associations, 
team introductions, and national an-
thems, Sammy Micklus made open-
ing remarks welcoming the teams 
to Iowa State University and Ames. 

“We could not have come to a bet-
ter place as the people of Ames and 
the ISU staff are so welcoming,” 
said Micklus. “You come home to 
family – and that’s a guarantee.”

This year’s spirit award was pre-
sented to Wayne Otte who has de-
voted his time to OotM since 1982. 
“It’s my pleasure to accept this 
award and Odyssey has shown me 
that I am a teachable creature,” 

Float and Banner Parade 
Features World Finalists’ 
Creativity and Pride
Don’t miss out on this year’s Od-
yssey of the Mind Float and Ban-
ner Parade on Thursday evening 
inside Iowa State University’s 
Hilton Coliseum.  World Final-
ists will display their creativity 
and pride for their home state/
country by creating intricate 
floats and banners to be paraded 
in front of thousands. Spectators 
will have fun learning about the 
many different cultures involved 
with Odyssey of the Mind from 
across the United States and 9 
other countries. The parade will 
kickoff at 7:30 p.m. Awards will 
be given for the top ten most cre-
ative floats and banners follow-
ing the ceremony. Come cheer 
on your home state or country at 
this year’s Odyssey of the Mind 
Float and Banner Parade!

E
World Finals schedule for Thursday

Thursday, May 28, 2009
8 a.m. – Noon Team  Registration and Housing Check-In Scheman Building, 2nd Floor
10 a.m. – 7 p.m. World Finals Competition Various Locations
11 a.m., 2 p.m., 4 p.m. NASA E-Theatre Presentations Curtiss Auditorium 
Noon – 5 p.m. Creativity Festival Memorial Union
6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. Alumni Meeting Hilton Coliseum – Red Room
7:30 p.m. – 9 p.m. Float & Banner Parade Hilton Coliseum

(continued on page 2)

Opening Ceremonies – Let the Games Begin!
said Otte. “This event is exciting as 
the waves of creativity will spread 
across the ISU campus this week.”

A standing ovation greeted Dr. Sam 
as he took the podium and moti-
vated the crowd with inspirational 
stories from the beginning of Od-
yssey including graduation, the 
creativity award, and the parade 
of teams led by the mascot, Omer. 

“You students are the ones who 
earned the right to be here this week,” 
said Dr. Sam. “Be proud of yourselves 
because you are the world’s best.” 

The Opening Ceremonies closed with 
a pyrotechnic and laser light show. 

“Let’s get on with the celebra-
tion!” said Dr. Sam before leading 
the crowd in the Odyssey pledge.

The crowd stood to state recite the Odyssey 
of the Mind pledge: “Odyssey of the Mind is 
in the air, in my heart and everywhere. My 
team and I will reach together to find solu-
tions now and forever. We are the Odyssey of 
the Mind.” 

Hilton Coliseum was filled with the deafening roar of creative chaos as Odyssey of the Mind teams celebrated the opening of World Finals with 
song, dance, and team spirit Wednesday night. Wayne Otte, Spirit Award winner, said, “Creativity can be taught. All teams here are winners.” 
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 Important Phone 
 Numbers for 
 World Finals
 Emergency ONLY 
 (fire, police, ambulance)
 911
 To make an on-campus call dial 4-XXXX
 To call off-campus dial 8 + all digits
 (Area Code 515)

 ISU Public Safety
 294-4428 
 ISU/Ames Information Center
 294-5590 
 World Finals Information
 294-5591
 Prop Storage Information
 294-5592
 ISU’s HELPVAN
 294-4444 or
  4-4444 On campus

 Campus Information Center
 294-4357 (294-HELP)
 ISU Student Health Center
 294-7973
 Mary Greeley Medical Center
 239-2011
 ISU Police
 294-4428

 OMER’S World    
 News Staff
 Odyssey of the Mind Editor
 Jennifer Veale

 Iowa State University Staff
 Noelle Brockhoff
 Anne Kassel
 Caitlyn Miller
 Jamie Quarnstrom
 Elise Taylor
 Cayla Westergard
 Jane Lenahan
 Del Marks
 Steve Metcalf
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 Webster City, Iowa
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North Carolina School Students 
Dig into Piggy Banks

fter five years of hard competition, the team from Trinity Episcopal School 
of Charlotte, N.C. is making its first journey to Odyssey of the Mind World 

Finals. Despite its achievement in reaching World Finals, the team faced an-
other challenge in raising money to cover the expenses for the trip. As usual, 
Odyssey spirit and creative problem-solving came through. 

The school is small and a fairly new addition to the community so the team 
had to be creative in raising money for the trip. With virtually no budget for 
a trip as large as this one, a team member came up with the idea to invent 
an “OMG” Day (Odyssey of the Mind team is Going to World Finals). Since 
Trinity is a uniform-wearing school, any student or adult who wanted to wear 
street clothes for a day was asked to donate $5 to the OMG fund. 

Soon after the state tournament, the team members lined up outside of the 
school wearing bright green Odyssey T-shirts and costume hats hoping to col-
lect some money. 

The entire school from kindergarten to the faculty showed its support by do-
nating to the fund. Everyone was doing their part to ensure that the team 
would have the chance to travel to World Finals.

By the end of the day, the team had collected $2,276 for its World Finals fund. 
As the money was counted, nearly $76 in change was donated. Some generous 
students had gone to their piggy banks to help the team’s efforts.

“Whatever happens to this team at World Finals, one team member went on a 
plane for the first time in her life,” said Cary Dufresne, team coach. “What an 
experience this has already been.” 

A

Ten countries in addition to the United 
States are represented at this year’s World 
Finals. Teams in these photos are from a 
Department of Defense Dependents School 
in Belgium (top); South Korea; and Ottawa, 
Ontario, Canada.

will join U.S. teams in the Odyssey 
graduation held on Friday night.

World Finals in Ames is a great 
way for international teams to 
get a taste of the Midwest United 
States. The students have many op-
portunities to interact with each 
other and pin trading is a popu-
lar activity as it allows the students 
to interact and form friendships.

“World Finals allows the participants 
to take away new friendships and a 
greater understanding between the 
different cultures and peoples – which 
is the best thing of all,” said King.  

(International teams from front page )

A family from Boulder, Colorado arrives early for registration and waits in front of the Sche-
man Building.

Scavenger Hunt-ISU Campus
Thursday, Noon-5 p.m., Friday 9 a.m.-
5 p.m., Saturday 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
This isn’t the scavenger hunt your 
grandparents used to do. This one’s 
geared for the 21st Century. Navigate 
the ISU campus to find answers to 
clues sent via text message to your 
cell phone. Points and prizes can be 
won for correct answers and a leader 
board will show top-scoring teams. 
Register with your team in the Great 
Hall for your chance to play. Each 
team will use only one cell phone 
to participate in the scavenger hunt. 
A paper version will be available if 
your team chooses not to use a cell 
phone. 
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World Finals Souvenirs: 
Something for Everyone 

dyssey of the Mind participants who want 
a lasting memory of their World Finals ex-

perience can find a large assortment of collec-
tor’s items at the World Finals souvenir stations. Collector’s pins are just some 
of the items expected to be big sellers, including the newest one, a spinning 
globe pin. Also for sale are individual OotM problem pins, including Earth 
Trek, Teach Yer Creature, The Lost Labor of Heracles, Superstition, Shock Waves, 
and the primary problem, Candy Factory. They can be bought separately, but 
connect together when purchased as a set. 

Michael Dobos, of New Jersey along with his 24-member volunteer staff, will 
be selling drawstring bags, lanyards, umbrellas, T-shirts, pin towels and more 
throughout the week. “The most popular items tend to be the ones that kids 
can display their pins on,” he said.

Not only will the assortment of fun collector’s items be appealing to customers, 
but the prices will also. The most expensive item is a hooded sweatshirt at $30, 
and the least expensive are buttons for a dollar each. 

Souvenir stations are located at the Scheman Building and Memorial Union in 
the Sun Room. Hours are from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the Scheman Building and 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. at Memorial Union.

O

Pin-Trading Tradition is a 
Highlight of Word Finals 

rading Odyssey of the Mind pins is a tradition that goes back more than 
20 years. Millions of pins have been traded, and thousands of friendships 

have been made during this time. No one ever thought that pin trading would 
become as popular, and widespread as it is today. Through the years, Odyssey 
of the Mind has strived to create an environment where people can trade pins 
without being disruptive to the competition.

To keep pin trading a positive experience for everyone, it is extremely impor-
tant that participants abide by these rules:

1. Respect others. Not everyone at World Finals trades pins, and there are al-
ways teams preparing to compete that should not be distracted.

2. Trade pins in designated pin-trading areas. Do NOT trade pins in any area 
marked “No Pin Trading.”

3. Pin-trading is not allowed at the team entrance or spectator entrance to any 
performance site. It is not allowed in any stairwells, doorways, or entrances 
to buildings. It is also not allowed in any area where teams compete or where 
others gather to watch teams compete.

4. If you are in a designated pin-trading area in a hallway, be sure to allow 
enough room for people to pass by.

5. If an Odyssey of the Mind or University official asks you to stop trading pins 
or to move from an area, you must honor that person’s request.

6. Never taunt others by criticizing a trade, any pin someone is trading, or 
anyone’s collection.

7. If you trade in a location where pin trading is not allowed, or tease others 
about their pins and trades, your pin collection may be confiscated. If your 
collection is confiscated, you will be able to pick it up the following morning 
at the Odyssey of the Mind information booth. Only Odyssey of the Mind of-
ficials, your parents, or your coach may confiscate your pin collection.

8. Do not trade with officials while they are working.

9. Do not pressure anyone into a trade.

10. Please show your Odyssey of the 
Mind spirit when trading pins. Do not 
take advantage of youngsters or first-time 
traders. If only fair trades are made, the 
Odyssey of the Mind World Finals expe-
rience will be all the better for everyone. 

T

Advice For First-Time Pin Traders
1. If you have never traded pins, 
observe others before taking 
part in the process. A pin’s value 
is based on its appearance, the 
number available at World Fi-
nals, and if it is international.

2. The goal of trading pins is to 
collect the ones you want. Make 
sure you want the pin you trade 
for, and, once you get it, be hap-
py no matter what anyone else 
tells you.

3. If someone wants to make a 
trade with you and tells you that 
you will be making a great deal, 
you probably are not being of-
fered an equal trade.

4. Pins are traded until the time 
you leave for home.

5. Have something to keep your 
pin collection in or on. Official 
pin towels and pin bags are avail-
able at the Odyssey of the Mind 
souvenir stations. Make sure you 
write your name somewhere on 
your collection in case you mis-
place it. If you happen to mis-
place it, notify an official at the 
Odyssey of the Mind information 
booth.

Officials set up a souvenir station on the 
second floor of Scheman Building Tuesday 
in preparation for the rush of Odyssey of the 
Mind competitors, coaches, and parents.

ored? There’s no excuse with the 
many activities offered on cam-

pus. Do you need to work off those 
pre-competition jitters or just want 
to have some more fun? Then Iowa 
State Recreation Services has just 
the solution for you – loads of recre-
ational activities on campus.

Beyer Gym and Pool
Beyer Gym offers opportunities to 
play basketball and volleyball. The 
big draw for Beyer is the swimming 
pool, which is closed to the general 
public during World Finals and avail-
able just for Odyssey teams.

Memorial Union Recreation Center
Memorial Union (MU) Recreation 
Center, located in the basement of 
MU, will give you a chance to enjoy 
some additional entertainment ac-
tivities. This rec center has nine pool 
tables, eight bowling lanes, chess and 
checker tables, darts, air hockey, foos-
ball games, and more than 25 arcade 
games. You can bowl, shoot some 
pool, or do other activities at the MU 
during the scheduled time for FREE!

Ames/ ISU Ice Rink
The Ames/ISU Ice Rink is located 
south of the Towers Residence Halls. 
The ice rink provides a place to 
play hockey, broomball, or simply 
to skate. The facility is open to the 
community of Ames as well as Iowa 
State students but for a brief period 
of time it will be available exclusive-
ly for Odyssey teams. Ice skates are 
provided at the facility for any who 
are up to the challenge. 

Recreation Fields
If you’re in the mood for some fun 
outdoors, head out to the recreation 
fields located next to both the Towers 
Residence Hall and the Maple-Wil-
low-Larch Complex. These fields are 
made for football, soccer, lacrosse, and 
many more activities – be creative!

Recreation Hours:
Friday, May 29
9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  – Beyer Gym
2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. – Beyer Pool
2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. – Ames /ISU 
Ice Rink
Noon to 5:00 p.m. – Memorial Under-
ground
9:00 p.m. to Midnight – Teen Pro-
gram, Division 3 & 4, Beyer Gym and 
Pool

Saturday, May 30
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  – Beyer Gym
Noon to 4:00 p.m. – Beyer Pool
Noon to 5:00 p.m. – Memorial 
Underground

B

Rec Facilities Offer 
Many Opportunities
to Have Fun
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Your wristband is good for entry into the dining 
centers and special events.

Knapp-Storms Dining Green
*Union Drive Marketplace Orange
Linden Yellow
Oak-Elm Red
Scheman Pink
Memorial Union Food Court Blue

(* Note: Times on the Union Drive Marketplace 
menus are incorrect. Hours at that location will 
be the same as other locations, listed below.) 

If your wristband is lost or broken, replacement 
bands are available at each conference desk.  
Please bring your broken wristband with you.

All food served by the ISU Dining Centers is avail-
able on an unlimited basis. No food, beverages or 
dishes are to be taken out of the university dining 
rooms, except for sack meals.

Sack meals are available through Saturday, May 
30, for all participants with meal plans who are 
going on sightseeing trips or have competition 
conflicts during the noon meal. Meals can be 
requested the day before at your dining unit’s 
checker stand. 

There will be three pick-up locations for the 
meals: Carver Hall (main floor lobby), Forker 
Building (west side lobby) and MacKay Hall 
(room 23, Tea Room). Participants need to re-
quest their pick-up location at the time they sign 
up for their lunch. Pickup times are from 10 
a.m. to 10:30 a.m.  

Dining Service for Thursday, May 28 – 
Saturday, May 30

Breakfast 6:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. 

Sack Meal 10:00 a.m. -10:30 a.m.   
 (at pickup locations)

Lunch 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Dinner 4:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Dining Service for Sunday, May 31  

Breakfast 6:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.  

When you purchase a 22 oz. souvenir ISU mug at 
one of our C-stores, you can use it for a 25-cent dis-
count off the regular price when you refill during 
World Finals. C-stores participating include West 
Side Market at Union Drive Community Center, 
Eastside Market at M-W-L Commons, Hawthorn 
Market & Café at the Frederiksen Court Commu-
nity Center and the M.U. Market & Café at Memo-
rial Union.  
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e hope you are enjoying your 
stay in our ISU residence halls 

and apartments. It is fun to see so 
many participants excited about their 
“Problems” and we love your colorful 
pins, hats, feather boas, shirts, etc.

Here are a few reminders that can 
help make everyone’s stay more en-
joyable:

• A courtesy policy is in effect dur-
ing Odyssey of the Mind World Fi-
nals. Noise that can be heard outside 
a closed room or apartment may be 
considered too loud by your neigh-
bors. Please help everyone enjoy 
their stay by maintaining appropriate 
sound levels within your team.

W • For safety reasons, removal of win-
dow screens is prohibited.

• If you need to do any last-minute 
touch-ups to your props that could 
potentially be a bit messy, please pro-
tect the floors and walls, or take proj-
ect work outside if possible.

Feel free to stop at your 24-hour 
conference desk in your area for in-
formation. Refer to the brochure in 
your room describing the desk ser-
vices. We are eager to help in any 
way we can.

Updates for Teams Housed in Residence 
Halls and Frederiksen Court 

Dining Reminders

f you brought a computer with 
you to World Finals that has a 

wireless network card, you can use it 
to connect to the Internet. Iowa State 
University Information Technology 
Services provides guest access so vis-
itors can browse the Web and check 
e-mail. Please follow these steps to 
access the Internet. 

1. Open a Web browser. If the ISU 
NetReg page does not automatically 
appear, enter netreg.iastate.edu into 
the address bar and press Enter.

2. Select the specific event you are 
attending (if listed) and select “Reg-
ister Here” or select “Guest Registra-
tion Here.”

3. Enter your local contact informa-
tion and select “Next.” 

4. Read the terms and select “I 
Agree.”

5. Reboot your computer when in-
structed to do so (approximately a 
minute to wait) to complete your 
registration process. 

Initial guest access is either seven 
days or the length of the event (if 
selected from the pull down menu). 
Questions about Guest Access regis-
tration may be directed to the IT Ser-
vices Solution Center at (515) 294-
4000, solution@iastate.edu, or 195 
Durham Center.

I

Wireless Internet 
Access on ISU Campus

Frederiksen Court Freeman Hall

Members of a Virginia Tech team wait to register on Tuesday afternoon in Scheman Building.

World Finals Fans and Participants

Proud moms of Team Grand Canyon from Arizona arrived before their team. They show their 
team spirit while browsing the souvenir station in the Scheman Building.


