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Odyssey of the Mind celebrated 
its 39th annual World Finals at 
Iowa State University in May.  

It was the 10th time WF was held at 
ISU. Competitors brought creativity, 
camaraderie, and excitement to ISU’s 
campus. Audiences watched 832 win-
ning teams present creative perfor-
mances they developed using their 
extraordinary ideas and hard work. 
 Teams traveled across the U.S. and 
from 13 other countries including Chi-
na, Poland, Mexico, Singapore, and 
Switzerland. While World Finals is a 
competitive event, it also proves that 
people from different nations share 
creative interests and goals.
 With 435 volunteer officials and 
over 2,500 coaches, this event proved 
that generosity and goodwill is alive 
and well. These selfless individuals 
worked hard all year culminating at 
World Finals to provide a great expe-
rience for all.
 Also giving back was this year’s 
selected Odyssey Angels team, Big 
Cypress Elementary from Naples, FL 
This year’s group helped the homeless 

in their community by weaving sleep-
ing mats out of recycled plastic bags.
 NASA was also back with its fun 
classroom activities, Science Talks, 
and an exhibit at the Creativity Festi-
val that drew in lots of participants.
 The recipient for the Wayne Keh-
rli Memorial Scholarship Fund was 
awarded to Desiderio Pilla from 
the University of Delaware. Wojtek 
Radziwilowicz received Odyssey’s 
Spirit Award for his selfless service to 
Odyssey teams around the world and 
South Korea accepted the Max Man-
sfield Award for membership growth. 
Dan Semenza, long-time Problem 4 
IPC, announced his retirement and 
was also recognized at the Awards 
Ceremony with a true Odyssey-like 
award! (all pictured right)
   It is important to remember that 
the teams that participated in World 
Finals represented the thousands of 
teams that performed in Odyssey of 
the Mind throughout the year. It is true 
that every team that solved a problem 
this year truly is a winner. 

2018 WF — Another StellAr YeAr!
Pinecrest High School Southern Pines, NC
Triathlon Travels, Division III
The team spent time between competitions clipping clothespins with inspira-
tional messages written on them onto unsuspecting World Finalists. The team 
decorated the pins with color, sequins, paint, etc. and included messages like 
“Good Luck” and “Thank your coach” and “You can do it!” It was so thoughtful 
of the team to encourage other competitors and anonymously recognize ev-
eryone’s creativity. Pinecrest High School, thank you for performing this Ran-
dom Act of Kindness!

Chino Valley Advogate F Chino Hills, CA
Emoji, Speak for Yourself, Division II
In the movies, a powerful story has beautiful music be-
hind it to guide our emotions, and this team did just that. 
We experienced a man’s life from childhood to adult-
hood. Throughout it all, the original live music mirrored 
the emotion of the story and brought it to new levels. 
The child had light-hearted music. The man had a more 
mature sound, which darkened and grew with his bur-
dens. The link between the performance and the music 
was flawless. The combined effect had our hearts ach-
ing with the story and brought tears to our eyes.

Geneseo Central School Geneseo, NY
Mocumentary! Seriously? Division III
The judges had never seen such an innovative back-
drop. Charlotte the spider looked like a rock-star rock climber on a tension 
system backdrop held together by the tension of a web. This set was large 
enough to support the weight of a team member and a robotic fly who wit-
nessed this wonderful weaving. The structure included three ladders with 
interwoven tie-down straps and was collapsible.

Orinda Rotary Orinda, CA
Animal House, Division I
While this team was attaching food to their structure’s balsa narwhal horn, 
the horn suddenly snapped off. Because weight placement cannot begin  until 

all three food items are attached, the pressure was on. This team, however, 
didn’t miss a beat. The team members rallied to find a solution on the fly, 
fashioning improvised hooks and finding new attachment points. The team’s 
poise, teamwork, and creativity astounded the judging crew. The solution 
worked wonderfully, and the team went on to hold hundreds of pounds of 
weight (480 lbs).

Rylie from M.D. Williams Elementary School Pocahontas, AZ
A Stellar Hangout, Division I

This unique musician wowed the judges with her auda-
cious display of “arm-blarting.” The speed and melody 
of her blarts showcased a musical mastery that left the 
judges and audience impressed and in hysterics. After 
tuning up her instrument backstage with the serious-
ness of a concert musician, she stepped up to deliver 
her performance. Rylie’s instrument is not only unique, 
but her skill allowed her to deliver musical notes with 
the aplomb of a virtuoso. She displayed exceptional 
and professional skill that truly brightened the perfor-
mance. 

Caroline from Ohio State University    
Columbus, Ohio
A Stellar Hangout, Division IV
Caroline has earned this award for her amazing heart, 
endurance, and commitment to Odyssey of the Mind. 

She was diagnosed with a severe kidney infection in April and spent weeks 
in the hospital. She continued to be part of her team from her hospital room 
by FaceTime and scriptwriting. She had a kidney stent placed 2 weeks ago, 
which worked great—until arriving in Ames. Caroline went to the hospital 
with a problem with her stent. Instead of flying home, she insisted she could 
make it for 8 minutes despite being in incredible pain. She made it through 
the 8 minutes, and immediately had to return to the hospital. Caroline main-
tains such an uplifting and positive attitude towards all and exemplifies what 
it means to be an OMer.

Odyssey of the Mind

c/o Creative Competitions, Inc.
406 Ganttown Road l Sewell, NJ l 08080

www.odysseyofthemind.com

Hey Teams,
Here’s to a new year of teamwork, 
fun, and creativity! Best of luck.

Your friend,

OMER

The Odyssey of the Mind Newsletter is published by Creative Competitions, Inc.

®

OMER’s AwARds

*Each individual membership costs $135, but you will receive discounts if you purchase more than one membership. For each membership 
purchased, you get five competitive long-term problems, one primary problem, one copy of the Program Guide, and more!

_____ Individual 2018-19 Odyssey of the Mind Membership @ $135 ........................................................................................  ________
_____ Additional membership(s) for the same school or community group @ $100 ..............................................................  ________
_____ 6-10 memberships for the same school district (must register at the same time) @ $120 ...........................................  ________
_____ 11 or more memberships from the same school district (registered at the same time) @ $100 ..................................  ________

ODYSSEY OF THE MIND SUPPORT MATERIALS
_____ ** Lots of Problems. . . And Tips to Make You More Creative @$17 Tips on problem-solving ...............................................  ________

_____ ** Creative Interaction @ $17 Discusses the importance of interaction between students ....................................................  ________

_____ **Applying Your Creativity @ $15 Discusses different types of human creativity ...................................................................  ________

_____ The Spirit of Creativity @$15 Anecdotes about OotM written by Dr. Sam .............................................................................  ________

_____ Odyssey of the Mind Program Guide @ $7.50 (one is automatically included with membership) .........................................  ________

_____ Coaches Training Video @ $20 DVD with tips and techniques for coaches ..........................................................................  ________

_____ packs of Balsa Wood (premium grade AAA 36” x 1/8” x 1/8”) **New Pricing**
             @ $25 per bundle (50 pieces) plus a $15 Shipping & Handling flat rate (up to 6 bundles) ....................................................  ________

Spend $60 or more and get free Shipping & Handling! Excludes Balsa. Under $60 or more than 6 balsa 
bundles, contact our shipping dept. to get your S&H quote: michael@odysseyofthemind.com.

** These are books with a collection of long-term and/or spontaneous problems from past years.

Subtotal_______
S&H _______
Total_______

Payment Methods (Sorry we do not accept phone orders.)

l  U.S. Mail: Send this completed form along with a check or Purchase 

Order, payable to CCI, or with your credit card info to: CCI: 406 Ganttown 

Road Sewell, NJ 08080

l FAX: Send this form along with a copy of your Purchase Order or credit 

card information and fax to (856) 256.2798.

l Online: Pay by credit card at www.odysseyofthemind.com.

Shipping Address (For UPS Delivery)
Is this a residence? ________yes    ________ no

Name __________________________________

Address ________________________________

_______________________________________

City____________________ State/Prov_______

Zip ____________ Country _________________

Phone # ____________________

For new memberships or renewals, complete this form and return it with a check, purchase order, or credit card information below. Check one:
Divisions I, II, and III:
_________  Individual school: Must register in the school name. May enter one team per problem per division in competition.
_________  Two or more schools: Must share the same principal to be under the same membership. Use school district name on applica-

tion. May enter one team per problem per division in competition.
_________  Home-schooled students: Must include at least four home-schooled students. May also include up to three members from one 

school. May enter one team per problem per division in competition.
_________  Community Group: May enter one team per problem per division in competition. May not be an organization established solely 

for the purpose of participating in Odyssey of the Mind. Please submit by-laws if this is a new membership.
Division IV:
_________  All teams must have a majority of members who are high school graduates and registered for at least one class at a college or 

university. Other team members must be enrolled in one or more classes accredited by a college or university. They do not have 
to attend the same institution. May enter one team per problem. May proceed directly to World Finals.

Membership name_____________________________________________ Membership number (for renewal, if known) ________________
Grades covered by membership _____________________School district ___________________________ County____________________
Contact person (may be a coach) _____________________ Mailing address (for correspondence) _________________________________
City___________________________ State/Province_________________ Zip________________ Country __________________________
Daytime phone ______________________ Email ________________________________________________________________________

ODYSSEY OF THE MIND
2018-19 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Questions? Email info@odysseyofthemind.com or call 856.256.2797
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    3rd CHANGZHOU JIEFANG rd PrI SCH  CHINA

    4tH WILSON ELE SCH  SANFOrd, FL
    5tH GLENWOOd SCH  SHOrt HILLS, NJ
    6tH StOW KULtUrY I EdUKACJI  WArSAW, Pd
    6tH ABINGtON HEIGHtS MId SCH A  CLArKS SUMMIt, PA

Classics... Mockumentary! Seriously? Division II
    1St HOMESCHOOLErS OF COLLIEr CO  BONItA SPrINGS, FL
    2Nd & rANAtrA FUSCA LABOrAtOrIUM PrYZMAt GdANSK  GdANSK, Pd
    2Nd rONALd rEAGAN MId SCH  HAYMArKEt, VA
    3rd GErMANtOWN CENtrAL UPPEr SCH  GErMANtOWN, NY
    3rd BLACK MOUNtAIN MId SCH A  SAN dIEGO, CA
    3rd CENtrAL MIddLE SCHOOL  GrANd rAPIdS, MI
    4tH NANYANG GIrLS HIGH SCHOOL  SINGAPOrE

    5tH OSrOdEK PSYCHOEdUKACJI dAMB  GdANSK, Pd
    6tH P S dUPONt MId SCH  WILMINGtON, dE
    6tH WELLS rECrEAtION  WELLS, ME

Classics... Mockumentary! Seriously? Division III
    1St SP Nr 2 SIErAKOWICE  SIErAKOWICE, Pd
    2Nd GENESEO CENtrAL SCH  LE rOY, NY
    3rd ANGLO CHINESE SCH INdEPENdENt  SINGAPOrE

    3rd VEStAL Sr HS VEStAL, NY
    3rd III LICEUM GdANSK tOPOLOWKA  GdANSK, Pd
    4tH rAFFLES GIrLS SECONdArY SCH  SINGAPOrE

    4tH COrBIN HS COrBIN , KY
    4tH MYErS PArK HS WHItE  CHArLOttE, NC
    5tH LYMAN HS LONGWOOd, FL
    5tH NOrtHVIEW HIGH SCHOOL  GrANd rAPIdS, MI
    6tH St PAULS CO Ed COLLEGE  HONG KONG

Classics... Mockumentary! Seriously? Division IV
    1St MONtVALE LIBrArY  MONtVALE, VA
    2Nd SHANGHAI OCEAN UNIVErSItY  CHINA

    3rd UNIVErSItY OF KENtUCKY  LExINGtON, KY
    4tH E CHINA UNV OF POL SCI ANd LAW  CHINA

Animal House Division I
    1St SHANGHAI dANING INtL ELE SCH  CHINA

    2Nd WALNUt BENd SCH OF ENV SCI  HOUStON, tx
    3rd rOWLEtt ACAdEMY FAMILY ASSOC  BrAdENtON, FL
    4tH WOOdWArd NOrtH ACAdEMY  JOHNS CrEEK, GA
    4tH VINCENt ELE SCH  SPrING CItY, PA
    5tH BLYtHEVILLE ELE SCH  BLYtHEVILLE, Ar
    5tH GOWAN SCIENCE ACAdEMY  YUMA, AZ
    6tH dEErFIELd-WINdSOr LOWEr SCHOOL  ALBANY, GA

Animal House Division II
    1St SENECA rIdGE MId SCH  StErLING, VA
    2Nd JIAdING NANYUAN MId SCH  CHINA

    3rd BOYS & GIrLS INV CLUB tOYOtA  tOYOtA, AICHI, JP
    4tH CHANGZHOU ZHENGHENG MId SCH  CHINA

    5tH C W dAVIS MId SCH  FLOWErY BrANCH, GA
    6tH LABOrAtOrIUM PrYZMAt GdANSK  GdANSK, Pd

Animal House Division III
    1St J P StEVENS HS A  EdISON, NJ
    2Nd NINGBO LONGSAI HS SHANGHAI, CHINA

    3rd SArASOtA MILItArY ACAdEMY  SArASOtA, FL
    4tH MYErS PArK HS WHItE  CHArLOttE, NC
    5tH POQUOSON HIGH SCHOOL  POQUOSON, VA
    5tH GENESEO CENtrAL SCH  LE rOY, NY
    6tH rAFFLES GIrLS SECONdArY SCH  SINGAPOrE

Animal House Division IV
    1St UNIVErSItY OF OKLAHOMA  LONGMONt, OK
    2Nd NOrMAL UNIV tIANHUA COLLEGE  CHINA

    3rd POL JAP AKAdEMIA tECH KOMP  GdANSK, Pd

A Stellar Hangout Division I
    1St SIMPSON ELE SCH  PEACHtrEE COrNErS, GA
    2Nd ALL SAINtS CAtHOLIC SCHOOL  ENdICOtt, NY
    3rd SHANGHAI WOrLd FOr LANG PrI SC  CHINA

    4tH KENSINGtON ELE SCH  WAxHAW, NC
    4tH OLdHAM  SINGAPOrE

    5tH SZKOLA POdSt Nr 267 WArSZAWA  WArSZAWA, Pd
    6tH MINHANG PINNAN PrI SCH  CHINA

    6tH trEdYFFrIN EASttOWN YOUtH  WAYNE, PA

A Stellar Hangout Division II
    1St OSrOdEK PSYCHOEdUKACJI dAMB  GdANSK, Pd
    2Nd MAGEE MId SCH  tUCSON, AZ
    3rd SEVEN SPrINGS MId SCH A  WESLEY CHAPEL, FL
    3rd BAILEY MId SCH  COrNELIUS, NC
    4tH KIddOVAtE  rOCKVILLE, Md
    4tH LA JOYA MId SCH  VISALIA, CA
    5tH MCGINNIS MId SCH  BUENA VIStA, CO
    6tH MONrOE-WOOdBUrY MId SCH  CENtrAL VALLEY, NY
    6tH NANYANG GIrLS HIGH SCHOOL  SINGAPOrE

    6tH SP Nr 4 BOGAtYNIA  BOGAtYNIA, Pd

A Stellar Hangout Division III
    1St & rANAtrA FUSCA SOUtH MECKLENBUrG HS CHArLOttE, NC
    2Nd ANGLO CHINESE SCH INdEPENdENt  SINGAPOrE

    3rd V LICEUM OGOLNOKSZtALCACE  GdANSK, Pd
    4tH rAFFLES GIrLS SECONdArY SCH  SINGAPOrE

    5tH BrOAdALBIN-PErtH HS BrOAdALBIN, NY
    6tH SCHOLArS ACAdEMY  tHOMASVILLE, GA

A Stellar Hangout Division IV
    1St OHIO StAtE UNIVErSItY  COLUMBUS, OH
    2Nd LABOrAtOrIUM PrYZMAt GdANSK  GdANSK, Pd
    3rd FrEE 2 LUV  MAPLE VALLEY, WA

Triathlon Travels Division I
    1St SHANGHAI ExP SCH  CHINA

    2Nd BAOSHAN LUOdIAN CtrL PrI SCH  CHINA

    3rd EUBANKS INt SCH  SOUtHLAKE, tx
    4tH WOOdWArd NOrtH ACAdEMY  JOHNS CrEEK, GA
    4tH QUEEN OF ANGELS CAtHOLIC SCH  rOSWELL, GA
    5tH WEStFIELd WILSON SCHOOL  WEStFIELd, NJ
    6tH EMMONS LAKE EAGLE FEAtHErS PtO  CALEdONIA, MI

Triathlon Travels Division II
    1St SUMMIt MIddLE SCHOOL  JOHNStON, IA
    2Nd & rANAtrA FUSCA LABOrAtOrIUM PrYZMAt GdANSK  GdANSK, Pd
    3rd SHANGHAI HS INtL  dIV  CHINA

    4tH KArIYA INV CLUB FOr BOYS/GIrLS  KArIYA, AICHI, JP
    5tH GrACE FOr ALL  AtLANtA, GA
    6tH CHArLOttE COUNtrY dAY SCH A  CHArLOttE, NC

Triathlon Travels Division III
    1St OSrOdEK PSYCHOEdUKACJI dAMB  GdANSK, Pd
    2Nd GENESEO CENtrAL SCH  LE rOY, NY
    3rd POCAHONtAS HS A  POCAHONtAS, Ar
    4tH COrUNNA HS MOrrICE, MI
    5tH ArdrEY KELL HS B  CHArLOttE, NC
    6tH EVErGrEEN COMMUNItY CENtEr  SAN JOSE, CA
    6tH OrAdELL KIdS FOUNdAtION  OrAdELL, NJ
    25tH & rANAtrA FUSCA PrINCEtON HS A  PrINCEtON, NJ

Triathlon Travels Division IV
    1St UNIVErSItY OF dELAWArE  NEWArK, dE
    2Nd NANJING POLYtECHNIC INSt  CHINA

    3rd SHANGHAI UNIV OF ENG SCIENCE  CHINA

    4tH SHANGHAI JIAO tONG UNIV  CHINA

Emoji, Speak for Yourself Division I
    1St SZKOLA POdStAWOWA Nr 199 LOdZ  LOdZ, Pd
    2Nd WASHINGtON SCHOOL WHItE  MILLBUrN, NJ
    3rd ZHONGYUAN YIHE rd PrI SCH  CHINA

    3rd SZKOLA POdStAWOWA 2 trZEBNICA  trZEBNICA, Pd
    4tH WUHAN HONGGANGCHENG PrI SCH  CHINA

    5tH SZKOLA ZOO SrOdA WLKP  SrOdA WIELKOPOLSKA, Pd
    6tH MCGrAW ELE SCH  FOrt COLLINS, CO

Emoji, Speak for Yourself Division II
    1St CHINO VALLEY AdVOGAtE F  CHINO, CA
    2Nd BUddHISt WONG WAN tIN COLLEGE  HK
    3rd WOrLd LANGUAGE ACAdEMY  FLOWErY BrANCH, GA
    4tH ZSS Nr 7 StO W KrAKOWIE  KrAKOW, Pd
    5tH LABOrAtOrIUM PrYZMAt GdANSK  GdANSK, Pd
    6tH CArtErEt MId SCH  OrAdELL, NJ
    6tH WINKLEr MIddLE SCHOOL  CONCOrd, NC

Emoji, Speak for Yourself Division III
    1St FLOWErY BrANCH HS FLOWErY BrANCH, GA
    2Nd dELAWArE VALLEY HS MILFOrd, PA
    2Nd NOtrE dAME ACAdEMY  dULUtH, GA
    3rd LABOrAtOrIUM PrYZMAt GdANSK  GdANSK, Pd
    4tH POCAHONtAS HS A  POCAHONtAS, Ar
    5tH POK OI HOSP CHAN KAI MEM COLLE  HONG KONG, HK
    5tH HS At SHANGHAI JIAO tONG UNIV  CHINA

    6tH LOYALSOCK HS WILLIAMSPOrt, PA

Classics... Mockumentary! Seriously? Division I
    1St WUHAN YUCAI PrI SCH  CHINA

    2Nd WOOdLANd HEIGHtS ELE SCH B  MOOrESVILLE, NC
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Ranatra Fusca Awards
Laboratorium Pryzmat Gdansk Gdansk, Poland
Triathlon Travels, Div II
This team combined drama and engineering in its Broadway-worthy performance 
full of contrast: black and white, good and evil, minimalism and sophistication. To 
elaborate on the theme, the team used a sophisticated quilling technique to illustrate 
racial tensions displayed via the vehicle’s license plate. Aside from its creative per-
formance and style, the vehicle combined 66 wheels, 10 motors, & over 100 meters 
of electrical wiring to create a machine that moved in every direction with automated 
grace and precision.

Princeton HS A Princeton, NJ
Triathlon Travels, Div III
This team showed exceptional creativity and risk-taking in the creation of their vehi-
cle’s propulsion system and design.  The vehicle used a system of handmade wood-
en gears that was powered by a riveted rowing-machine style of propulsion.  The 
driver of the vehicle used his feet and legs to engage the propulsion system.  The 
gears could be easily changed to switch from forward to reverse motion, similar to 
a motorcycle clutch.  The vertical sawing motion had to engage three different sized 
saw tooth gears.  When one of the straps broke, the driver kept the vehicle going 
using only one leg in spite of how difficult it was to propel the vehicle in this way.  
The judging team believes this team is worthy of a Ranatra Fusca award due to the 
extreme risk-taking nature and exceptional creativity of the team’s propulsion system 
and vehicle design.

Laboratorium Pryzmat Gdansk Gdansk, Poland
Mockumentary! Seriously?, Division II
Humor was requested, but in a risky measure, the team departed from the overtly hu-
morous intent of the problem in an avant-garde performance worthy of a professional 
modern theater troupe. With a larger than life abstract mask, the team members 
appeared as the eyes of the mask and used the eyes as a portal between aging and 
youth. Pictures in the eyes of the mask brought back memories of youthfulness. The 
team had the mask experience many emotions as one would as they gain wisdom 
with age. The design and engineering of the mask was a puzzle that showed the 
different elements that shape you throughout life. Hanging in suspense, Peter Pan 
literally flew through his interview via an engineering feat.

South Mecklenburg High School Charlotte, NC
A Stellar Hangout, Division III
A versatile masterpiece, Desyre radiated unique artistic quality and original, risk-tak-
ing engineering. This large device conveyed the illusion of a live exotic bird to the 
audience. The team meticulously synchronized the multiple mechanisms, which al-
lowed the puppet to perform coordinated and fluid movements just as if she were a 
real bird. Wings from the structure of an umbrella connected with a sinuous neck of 
dryer ducting, allowing every motion to convey her flirtatious and sassy personality.  
The feathers from hand-painted seashells created a natural iridescence.  The artistry 
involved in the design of both the mechanics and the appearance of Desyre the Bird 
exemplified the creative spirit involved in repurposing ordinary, discarded items to 
create something absolutely extraordinary.

CONGRATS 2018
               Teams!


